
God is Good No Matter What, part 2
Lamentations 3:31-33

Introduction: In the face of experiencing the very same trial or difficulty, what makes one person
emphatically doubt or deny the goodness of God—while the other person emphatically affirms
that God is good—no matter what? Today we’ll turn to a time in the prophet Jeremiah’s life
when he needed God’s response to this question; and we’ll see the Lord’s heart for lost and
hurting people who desperately need to know a God who loves and cares for them in a personal
way.

 No one will ever conclude that God is good just by studying and
observing the events of life on planet earth.

The Bible says, “You (God) are good, and what you do is good.” (Psalm 119:68). But if your only
method of accumulating proof for this is studying life on planet earth, you’ll never be convinced
that God is good no matter what.

 The Bible reveals that people and nations do not trust in God’s
goodness for them because THEY DO NOT KNOW HIM!

“For they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know me,” declares the LORD.
(Jeremiah 9:3b).

“Your dwelling is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know me,” declares the
LORD. (Jeremiah 9:6)
Note: both scriptures New American Standard Translation.

 Embracing a counterfeit value system based upon the pursuit of
knowing human wisdom, might and wealth leads away from the
God—the source of all goodness.

“This is what the Lord says: ‘Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their
strength or the rich boast of their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they
have the understanding to know me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and
righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,’ declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 9:23-24)



 To say “yes” to the life-long pursuit of knowing God is be on the
path of discovering the truth…that God is good no matter what.
This is exactly what Jeremiah experienced and learned during his tenure as a prophet of
God. And it was Jeremiah’s commitment to the premise that God was good no matter
what that led him to ultimately write these words of eternal hope in Lamentations:

“For no one is cast off by the Lord forever. Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so
great is his unfailing love. For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to anyone.”
(Lamentations 3:31-33).

 What does the Bible say about God’s love for you and His desire
for you to know Him in a personal relationship?

“From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he
marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so
that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from
anyone of us.” (Acts 17:26-27)

“Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent.” (John 17:3)

“Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.”
(Psalms 34:8)

Are you beginning to get the feeling that God is for you, and wants you to know
Him? May you find a new joy and purpose in life as you taste and see that the
Lord is good...no matter what!


