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When God Asks the Questions, 2011

Where is Your Brother?
Genesis 4:1-16

Outline

Introduction: Adam and Eve had big dreams when Cain was born that he would leave an indelible
mark on the world. Cain made a mark; but it was more heartbreaking than earth-shaking.

Genesis is a book of firsts.

Cain and Abel’s family history - Genesis 4:1-5
1. Cain’s promising birth

2. Abel born a shepherd

3. Their striking differences: Cain wanted to come to God on his own terms; Abel came to God on
God’s terms.

God’s offer of forgiveness and grace; Cain’s anger and murder - Genesis 4:6-8
1. Cain out of control

2. God’s soft questions: “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast?”

3. God gave Cain a chance to face his own sin and begin in a new direction. “If you do what is
right, will you not be accepted?”

4. God even warns Cain of the consequences if he does not turn. Vs. 7b, “But if you do not do
what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”

5. The first murder…Cain kills Abel.
a. How?

b. Why?

God questions and judges Cain - Genesis 4:9-12
1. God’s first question, “Where is your brother Abel?”

2. Cain’s answer is flippant and dishonest. “‘I don’t know,’ he replied. ‘Am I my brother’s
keeper?’”

3. God’s helps Cain face the truth. “The LORD said, ‘What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s
blood cries out to me from the ground.’”

4. God judges Cain’s sin with a sentence of fruitless work and restless wandering. Vs. 11-12



P a g e | 2

5. God graciously protects Cain from suffering the same fate as Abel. Vs. 13-16

Cain and Abel represent two kinds of humanity:
1. Abel represents a godly man of faith who pleases God, who dies an unjust death but goes to

heaven and is rewarded for eternity. Matthew 23:35; Hebrews 11:4

2. Cain represents an ungodly man of unbelief who rejects God, who worships a self-styled god;
lives a rebellious life of selfish pursuits and winds up eternally separated from God, wandering.
Jude 11

Three lessons about the dangers of sin:
1. Small sins too soon become big sins.

2. Great sins can overtake you suddenly.

3. Even the worst of sinners can be forgiven. 1 Timothy 2:12-17


