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When God Asks the Questions, 2011

Is There Anything Too Hard For God?
Genesis 18:1-15

Outline

Introduction: In all of human history there is no father greater than Abraham; yet as we shall see,
like many of us he didn’t start out that way. Abraham is the natural father of two nations (Jews and
Arabs); he is the honored patriarch of three religions (Judaism, Islam and Christianity) and he stands
out in the Bible as God’s archetype of faith. Over and over you will find these words in Scripture:
“Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness.” His story began when
God called Abraham - a childless man - and made three promises to him.

The backdrop: God’s unconditional promise to Abraham - Genesis 12:1-3
1. A land

2. A great nation

3. A blessing to all humanity

The human response: Sarah’s senseless suggestion - Genesis 16:1-6
1. Human intervention

2. Human tragedy

The divine guest: God’s visit with Abraham - 18:1-5
Three reasons why the LORD was in disguise:

1. If God didn’t disguise Himself, no one could see him at all and live. John 1:18

2. God disguised Himself because He wanted Abraham to approach him by faith not by sight.

3. God disguised Himself to test Abraham’s motives.

Abraham’s hospitality - 18:6-8
1. Six marks of hospitality:

2. A Christian is called to hospitality. Romans 12:13; 1 Peter 4:9; Hebrews 13:2
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3. Three outcomes of Christian hospitality:
a. Hospitality and food show the genuineness of your faith in God.

b. Hospitality is the best way to break down barriers between people.

c. Hospitality opens the door for the gospel.

Sarah’s doubtful laughter - vs. 9-15
1. These guests ask, “Where is your wife, Sarah?” which hints at why they are there and who

they are.

2. The human logic behind Sarah’s laughter:

3. God confronted Sarah’s unbelief by reading her mind and stating a miraculous principle.

4. Sarah’s lie does not merely reveal her sense of humor; it reveals her unbelief.

5. The good news is that Sarah did not stay in that state of unbelief. Hebrews 11:11

God’s ultimate question to you - vs. 14, “Is anything too hard for the LORD?”
Nothing is impossible for God! The cross of Christ is proof.


