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When God Asks the Questions, 2011

What Is In Your Hand?
Exodus 4:1-5

Outline

Introduction: There is no greater example of visionary leadership than Moses, who led Israel out of
slavery in Egypt; but he did not accept God’s assignment without a battle at first. In the personal
encounter of the burning bush, God called Moses to be His instrument to do the miraculous. The
process that Moses went through to finally accept God’s call to service is a potent example to us on
how God has called and equipped us to be His instruments in today’s world.

The back-story behind Moses…God’s Great Leader - Exodus 2-3

Thanks, but no thanks - Exodus 4:1, “Moses answered, ‘What if they do not believe me or
listen to me and say, “The LORD did not appear to you”?’”

Moses’ staff…God’s object lesson - Exodus 4:2-5
1. God used what was in Moses’ hand. vs. 2, “Then the LORD said to him, ‘What is that in your

hand?’ ‘A staff,’ he replied.”

2. God commanded Moses to let it go. vs. 3, “The LORD said, ‘Throw it on the ground.’”

3. God empowered Moses’ staff with life. vs. 3b, “Moses threw it on the ground and it became a
snake, and he ran from it.”

4. God commanded Moses to pick up the snake. vs. 4, “Then the LORD said to him, ‘Reach out
your hand and take it by the tail.’ So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it
turned back into a staff in his hand.”

5. God assured Moses of success. vs. 5, “‘This,’ said the LORD, ‘is so that they may believe that
the LORD, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob—has appeared to you.’”

Conclusion: What is in your hand?
It’s not the man behind the staff that brought about the miracle.
It’s the God behind the man that did the miraculous.


