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Matthew 16:-13-17

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I
am?”

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but
by my Father in heaven.”

“Who do you say I am?”

With this simple question, Jesus confronted his disciples with the most important issue they would ever
face. He had spent much time with them and made some bold claims about his identity and authority.
Now the time had come for them either to believe or deny his teachings.

Jesus wasn’t asking because he was unaware. He was asking because he wanted the twelve men
around him to think carefully about the opinions of the average person on the street.

He didn’t ask them what the Pharisees, scribes and religious leaders of the day thought about him,
because that was obvious. But what about the average Jewish person of the day? “Who do they say I
am—and do you agree with them?” By making them think through this question, Jesus was going to
show them that if they agreed with the popular opinion, they were not in agreement with God.

Matthew 16:13
_____  ___  ______  is actually Jesus’ most common title or reference to Himself, used some 80 times
in the New Testament. The Jews were very familiar with this Messianic title for their promised Messiah.
Proof of this is found in Daniel 7:13-14. Many Jews preferred not to use this title because it emphasized
the _________________ of the Messiah.

“Who do the people say the Son of Man is?”

Matthew 14:1-2
Because of King Herod’s speculation, many thought Jesus was __________   ____  ___________

Malachi 4:4-6
Because of Malachi’s prophecy, some thought Jesus was the reincarnation of   _______________.

2 Maccabees 4:8
According to speculation found in the Jewish historical book of 2 Maccabees, some Jews believed that
the Old Testament prophet _________________ took the Ark of the Covenant and the Alter of Incense



out of the temple and hid them on Mount Nebo so they would be protected from destruction by the
Babylonians. They also believed Jeremiah would return before the coming of the Messiah to return and
restore the ark and alter to their proper places in the temple.

Matthew 14:16
A fourth group of people who really had no specific opinion about who Jesus might be simply referred
to him as one of the _______________.

All four of these popular opinions had 2 things in common:

1. They all saw Jesus as a _____________ of the real Messiah.

2. According to Jesus, their opinions were all ____________.

Matthew 16:16
Without any hesitation, Peter proclaimed Jesus to be the Christ, the Messiah, and the Son of
God…Creator of the universe and all that is in it. Peter believed this in direct contrast to the opinion of
the people around him, who believed Jesus to be only the forerunner or the prototype.

I John 4:14-15 says, “This is how we know that we live in him and He in us: He has given us of his
Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If
anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God.”

Who do YOU say Jesus is?


