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When God Asks the Questions:  2011

Were Not All Ten Cleansed? Where Are the Other Nine?
Luke 17:11-19

Outline

Introduction: Most everyone is sensitive to the attitude of ingratitude when they are the giver. For
example, good parents don’t approve of their children rushing from one Christmas gift to another
without even breathing a word of thanks. While we don’t want to see it in our children, how often does
ingratitude creep into our own lives? How does God, our heavenly Father, view the matter of
gratitude? We get the answer to that question from the encounter Jesus had with ten lepers.

The plight of a leper in the first century
Old Testament Law gave very specific instructions and regulations about the handling of a victim of
this dreaded disease. Leviticus 14:1-32
1. There were six steps of Levitical process to be declared cured of leprosy.

2. This law sat on the books unused and unclaimed for centuries...until Jesus came.

The cries of the 10 lepers - Luke 17:11-13, “Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the
border between Samaria and Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him.
They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, ‘Jesus, Master, have pity on us!’ ”

The surprising command of Jesus - vs. 14, “When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to
the priests.”

The unexpected and grateful returnee - vss. 15-16, “One of them, when he saw he was healed, came
back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a
Samaritan.”

Jesus’ probing question - vs. 17, "Were there not ten cleansed? Where are the nine?"

Conclusion: five lessons you can take from this one grateful leper

First, remember that you have been healed of a far more permanent and deadly spiritual condition
than leprosy.

Second, grateful people "turn back" to God.
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Third, grateful people glorify God with a loud voice. vs. 15, “One of them, when he saw he was healed,
came back, praising God in a loud voice.”

Four, grateful people worship Jesus with humility. vs. 16, “He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked
him.”

Fifth, gratefulness is harder to find in the hearts of the privileged. vs. 18, “Were none found who turned
back to give glory to God, except this foreigner?”


