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When God Asks the Questions, 2011

How Many Loaves Do You Have?
John 6:1-15

Outline

Introduction: Of all the miracles the New Testament writers record, there is only one miraculous
story that all three gospels cover…the feeding of the 5,000. Why is this miracle so significant? Why
does this one stand out? What deeper message did Jesus intend for us to see and not miss in this
miraculous sign? Today you will discover some powerful lessons from this miracle for your life.

Jesus: A divisive figure - 5:18, “For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.”

The feeding of the 5000 - John 6:1-15
The motivated masses - vs. 2-4, “A great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs
he had performed by healing the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his
disciples. The Jewish Passover Festival was near.”

The looming hunger crisis - vs. 5-7, “When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward
him, he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?’ He asked this only to test
him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘It would take more than
half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!’ ”

The little boy’s lunch - vs. 8-9, “Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up,
‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so
many?’ ”

The miraculous meal - vs. 11-13, “Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those
who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. “When they had all had
enough to eat, he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.’ So
they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those
who had eaten.”

Conclusion: The message behind every miracle - Jesus did miracles to give people everywhere
and in every time the empirical proof they needed to receive Him as their Savior and Lord.


