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L.E.A.D. Series

Our Mission: Equip Believers
Ephesians 4:12-16

Outline

Introduction: Living life is risky business. We only get one chance and we play for keeps. We either
make the most of it or we crash and burn. We face the challenges, survive and grow through them or
we end up a disaster. None of us knows when we will be thrust into a challenge: that is why we need
to make sure that our spiritual equipment is in working order. The key to spiritual survival in life is to
be properly equipped. This week we turn to the second part of Cornerstone’s vision: Equip Believers.

What is God’s equipping plan? Ephesians 4:11-12, “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that
the body of Christ may be built up.”

1. God’s plan: God wants you to be spiritually equipped.

2. God’s method: God has chosen certain gifted men to equip His body.

3. God’s intended outcome: “to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up.”

What is God’s equipping goal for you? Ephesians 4:13, “Until we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ.”
Three levels of spiritual maturity: At present, we are all in various states of spiritual maturity.

1. Spiritual infants…newborns

2. Spiritually mature…growing to full potential

3. Spiritually stagnant…stunted in your spiritual growth

God’s three basic equipping tools:
First Tool: The Bible - 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.”

Second Tool: Prayer – Colossians 4:12-14, “Epaphras…is always wrestling in prayer for you, that
you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature (equipped) and fully assured.”
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Third Tool: Trials – James 1:2-4, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, when you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must
finish its work so that you may be mature, not lacking anything (fully equipped).”

Conclusion - What happens if you choose to get equipped? Ephesians 4:14, “Then we will no
longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.”

Four dangers of refusing to be equipped:
1. No growth – spiritual immaturity “we will no longer be infants.”

2. No stability – spiritual confusion “blown here and there by every wind of teaching.”

3. No discernment – spiritual manipulation “by the cunning and craftiness of men”

4. No defense – spiritual defeat “deceitful scheming”


