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Unwrapping Christmas, 2011

Unwrapping Christmas: Mary, the Willing Instrument
Luke 1:26-38

Outline

Introduction: This Christmas I am taking you past the ribbon and wrappings everyone expects and
deeper into the details of God’s gift inside the box we call Christmas. I want to unwrap the miracle
and the message of this fantastic event called the Incarnation. Last week we looked into the heart of
God the Father, Giver of Jesus Christ, the perfect Gift. This week I want us to consider Mary, God’s
willing instrument.
Mary’s story - Two versions of the Christmas story in the New Testament:
The angel Gabriel’s announcement from God - Luke 1:26-27, “In the sixth month, God sent the
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph,
a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.”

The “how” of the Virgin Birth - vs. 35, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. So the Holy One to be born will be called the Son of God.”

Nothing is impossible for God - vs. 37
Mary’s simple faith - vs. 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have
said.”

1. Rumors, lies and sleepless nights – the cost of saying “Yes” to God

2. Mary: A woman God could trust

3. Two words that always go together–Christmas and miracles

Four lessons we can learn from Mary:
1. God does not expect you to have all the answers about the future before you trust Him.

2. God does not expect you to have perfect knowledge of the Bible before you obey Him.

3. God does not expect you to be spiritually advanced to the point of perfection before you
serve Him.

4. God desires that you trust Him to keep His word…even in the most unexpected ways.


