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Faith Under Fire, 2012

Trusting God When Suffering Overwhelms You
Job 1:6-12

Outline

Introduction: Living by faith is not for cowards. The robust life that God calls us to live asks us to
trust Him no matter what our feelings might dictate, what circumstances might change or what
enemies might threaten us.
Trusting God in the face of fiery trials produces wonderful benefits that can be seen through the lives
of Bible characters. It was not easy for Bible heroes to trust God, but their faith was proved genuine
as they were put through the furnace of trials.
Everyone has trials and suffering and everyone has a choice of how they will face them. Suffering is
not an option but misery is a choice.

Job is the greatest example of loss and the greatest lesson on suffering. Job 1:1-22
Job teaches us four surprising facts about those who suffer - 1:2-4

1. Suffering happens to good people.

2. Suffering happens to good people who love God.

3. Suffering happens to good people who love God and who are rich.

4. Suffering happens to good people who love God, are rich and live a life of privilege.

Seven foundational facts about suffering
1. It is God’s plan to test righteous people to accomplish His greater purposes and to bring about

their good.

2. It is Satan’s evil design to cast doubt on the integrity of believers by accusing them of
conditional and insincere faith. 1:9-11

3. It is Satan’s goal to cause believers to curse God. vs. 11, “He will surely curse you to your
face.”

4. Trials and tests come with boundaries set by God. vs. 6, 7, 12; 2:6
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5. Calamity comes unexpectedly and without warning. vs. 13-19, “While he was still
speaking…”

6. One source of suffering is evil people who are driven by jealousy and greed. vs. 13-15, 17

7. Another source of suffering is the dysfunction of the fallen natural order. vs. 16, 18; 2:7-8

Four ways Job responded to his suffering:
1. Job grieved his losses. vs. 20, “At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his

head.”

2. Job worshipped his God. vs. 20b, “Then he fell to the ground in worship.”

3. Job refused to listen to his critics and skeptics.

4. Job trusted God and left room in his worldview for God to allow testing for hidden higher
purposes. vs. 10, “He replied, ‘You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept
good from God, and not trouble?’ ”

Conclusion: The key to knowing God is good is simply knowing Him.


