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Faith Under Fire, 2012

Trusting God when the Odds are Against You
2 Chronicles 20:1-30

Outline

Introduction: When you are overwhelmed and confusion blows in like a cold wind; when it comes in
like a powerful blizzard that keeps you from having a clear view, where do you turn? Today’s
message is a true story of how one king discovered the answer to victory over odds stacked against
him.

Three negative responses to being overwhelmed:
1. Denial: It’s not really happening.

2. Deception: I’m not really lost.

3. Diversion: I just need something to ease my pain.

God’s promise of a winning approach to being overwhelmed: “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make your paths straight.”  Proverbs 3:5, 6

1. Complete trust – “trust in the Lord with all your heart.”

2. Complete openness – “lean not on your own understanding.”

3. Complete obedience – “in all your ways acknowledge Him.”

King Jehoshaphat: the example of overcoming when the odds are against you - 2 Chronicles
20:1-30
Steps Jehoshaphat took to face overwhelming odds:

1. Jehoshaphat turned to God in prayer and invited others to join him. vs. 20:3, 4 – “Alarmed,
Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. The
people of Judah came together to seek help from the LORD; indeed, they came from every town
in Judah to seek him.”

2. Jehoshaphat remembered God’s power and faithfulness. vs. 6, 7 - “LORD, the God of our
ancestors, are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations.
Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you. Our God, did you not drive
out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel and give it forever to the descendants
of Abraham your friend?”
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3. Jehoshaphat admitted his weakness and lack of understanding. vs. 12 – “Our God, will you
not judge them? For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not
know what to do, but our eyes are on you.”

4. Jehoshaphat left the final outcome in God’s hands. vs. 14-22


