
P a g e | 1

Five Events in Fifty Days…That Forever Changed the World, 2012

Why Forty Days of Resurrection Appearances?
1 Corinthians 15:3-8

Outline

Introduction: This new series will challenge you to rethink basic issues like your life purpose, what
the gospel is, the work of the Holy Spirit, and the church as a worldwide movement and not an
institution. Today I want to answer a question that might have occurred to you: Why did Jesus stay on
earth for 40 days after His resurrection? If the work of redemption was done, why didn’t He just go
immediately back to heaven? Why does the Bible record the specific incidents of Jesus appearing to
people after His resurrection?

The post-resurrection appearances of Christ
1. The story of resurrection begins with an empty tomb and not with appearances of Jesus.

Matthew 28:2-4; Mark 16:2-8; Luke 24:1-8 and John 20

2. The first appearance of the resurrected Jesus was to Mary Magdalene. Mark 16:9-11;
John 20:11-18

3. The second appearance took place when Jesus came to the other women. Matthew 28:9

4. The third confirmed appearance of Jesus alive happened on Easter Sunday afternoon on the road
to Emmaus. Luke 24:13-32; Mark 16:12-13

5. The fourth appearance happened Sunday evening. Luke 24:33-35; 1 Corinthians 15:5

6. The fifth confirmed appearance was to the eleven disciples who were gathered in the upper room
on Sunday night. Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25

7. The sixth appearance happened one week later on Sunday night with “doubting” Thomas present.
John 20:26-31; 1 Corinthians 15:5

8. The next appearance happened on the shores of Galilee days later. John 21

9. An eighth appearance on a mountain top in Galilee. Mark 16:15-18; Matthew 28:16-20;
1 Corinthians 15:6
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10.A ninth post-resurrection appearance is reported by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:7, He appeared to
James.

11.A tenth crucial appearance happened in Jerusalem when Jesus gave His disciples a crash
course. Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8

12.Jesus appeared for the last time before His ascension to His disciples in Jerusalem.
Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-12

13.After His ascension Jesus appeared a twelfth time in a very special encounter with Saul.

Ironclad evidence for the Resurrection: So when we look at the Resurrection, what evidence
do we find? 1 Corinthians 15:3-11
1. The short time lapse between the resurrection and the writings

2. Peter, an unlikely candidate to testify to the resurrection - 1 Corinthians 15:5, He appeared to
Cephas

3. The twelve disciples - 1 Corinthians 15:5, He appeared to the twelve.

4. 500 people at one time - 1 Corinthians 15:6, He appeared to more than five hundred of the
brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have
fallen asleep.

5. James, the Lord’s brother - 1 Corinthians 15:7, He appeared to James.

6. And then all the apostles - there were repeated appearances, according to Acts1.

7. Paul (vs. 8-10) the abnormal eyewitness

8. The summary - 1 Corinthians 15:11, Whether then it was I or they, this is what we preach.


