
P a g e  | 1 

 
Joseph, 2012 

Joseph…Tempted, Then Entrapped 
Genesis 39:1-23 

Outline 
 
 

Introduction: There is nothing more common to all of us or more real about our daily lives than the 
subject of temptation. And out of all the temptations that lure us and have the capacity to destroy us, 
none is as persistent as sexual temptation. One of the positive benefits of studying Bible characters 
like Joseph is learning how to avoid destructive sins so when they come to us, we can respond 
positively. 
 
Joseph as a slave in Egypt - Genesis 39:1, Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt.  
Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought 
him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 

God’s favor on Joseph - Genesis 39:2-6 
The secret of Joseph’s success is God! Four times in this chapter the same line appears: “The Lord 
was with Joseph.” vss. 2, 3, 21, 23 

Joseph in the face of sexual temptation - Genesis 39:7-10, And though she spoke to Joseph 
day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 

1. Joseph said “no” for three reasons: he was loyal to his master; it was a violation of the sanctity 
of marriage; and he was loyal to God.   

2. There are many more reasons to consider when faced with the temptation to commit adultery: 
a. What would this say to unbelievers about God? Testimony destroyed. 

b. What impact would this have on my family and my children? 

c. How would this embarrassment affect my Christian family? 

d. What would happen to my credibility and believability? 

e. What would happen if I got a disease or became or got someone pregnant? 

3. Potiphar’s wife set a trap for Joseph. Genesis 39:11-12, She caught him by his cloak and 
said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 

Joseph is falsely accused - Genesis 39:13-15, “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has 
been brought to us to make sport of us! He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed.”  

Joseph in prison - Genesis 39:21-23, But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lord was 
with him… 
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Life Lessons: 
1. Watch out for circumstances where you are vulnerable. Galatians 6:1   

2. Understand the dangerous progression temptation takes. James 1:14-15   

3. Make a commitment to purity in advance of being in a tempting situation.                                                
1 Corinthians 6:18-20  

4. Have a strategy in place to resist temptation. 2 Timothy 2:22  

5. Be willing to pay the price for your convictions to secure the blessing of God. Hebrews 12:4-7   


