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Joseph, 2012 

Joseph’s Surprise Reveal 
Genesis 45:1-28 

Outline 
 
 

Introduction: One of the most dramatic moments in the Bible is captured in Genesis 45 when 
Joseph, who has become the prime minister of ancient Egypt, reveals his true identity to his brothers 
who believed Joseph to be dead for 20 years. One of life’s most pressing questions is also answered 
in Genesis 45: Where is God when evil seems to have gotten the upper hand? The answers in this 
encounter may surprise you but they are guaranteed to bless you. 
 
The shocking surprise: I am Joseph. (Genesis 45:1-3) 
1. The unrestrained emotion - Joseph could no longer control himself. 

2. A very private family moment - And he cried out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” 

3. Joseph’s reveal - vs. 3, I am Joseph. 

4. Three incontrovertible evidences of identification: 
a. Joseph’s speech - vs. 3, 12 

b. Joseph’s face - vs. 3, 12, Come closer…You can see for yourselves. 

c. Joseph’s circumcision - vs. 4, Come closer to me. 

5. Joseph’s first concern: Is my father still alive? 

6. The reunion goes public - vs. 2, 16; Pharaoh’s house heard…physically heard the loud outburst 

and then by what was reported to Pharaoh. 

The brothers’ response – vss. 45:3b, 5, 24 
1. They were speechless. 

2. They were terrified at Joseph’s presence. vs. 3 

3. They were distressed and angry with themselves. vs. 5  
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Joseph’s response - vs. 15, And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them.  Afterward his 

brothers talked with him. 

Life’s biggest riddle revealed: But God. (45:7-8) Joseph lays out four specific details of what God 
was doing behind the scenes. 

The perfect “But God” surprise for you: 
1. God preplanned to provide Jesus, His only son, as our savior from eternal death. Ephesians 1:3-6   

2. God preplanned to allow Jesus to suffer and die unjustly so that a greatest good could be 
accomplished. Acts 2:22-24   

3. God preplanned to save a “remnant” of Jews and everyone who comes to faith in Jesus Christ. 
Romans 11:1, 2, 5   

4. God preplanned to provide the most abundant heavenly home forever for all who believe in His 
Son Jesus Christ. John 14:1-3 

Conclusion: What God preplans, He provides; and what He provides will always prove to be the very 
best. 
 


