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Joseph, 2012 

 
Joseph…When Life Sends You Mixed Signals 

Genesis 46:31-47:12 
Outline 

 
 
Introduction: Have you ever been faced with times in your life that seemed to defy clarity? Have you 
ever felt the dense fog of uncertainty and misperceptions roll in? Don’t we all wish that life was just a 
simple choice between what is clearly the right or best direction and conversely what is clearly the 
wrong and worst direction? Joseph is a model of leadership that teaches us how to handle these 
tricky situations. 
 
Joseph’s three challenges: 
1. They needed a place to stay and food to eat. 

2. They needed a place to apply their trade which Joseph knew was despised by Egyptians. 

3. They needed the approval of Pharaoh to become a nation within a nation. 

How did Joseph handle these difficult challenges? 46:31-47:12 
1. Joseph used his position to help pave the way for his family to settle down in Egypt. 46:31-32  

2. Joseph coached his brothers ahead of time on how to succeed within the Egyptian culture.            
46:33-34 

3. Joseph carefully applied discernment to each circumstance. 47:1-6 
a. Joseph selected only five brothers out of the eleven. 47:1-2 

b. Joseph stayed calm when his brothers did not follow his plan. 47:3-4 

c. Joseph remained accountable to his superior, Pharaoh. 47:5-6 

4. Joseph honored the two authority figures in his life: his father and Pharaoh. 47:7-10 

5. Joseph followed through on what he had promised to do. 47:11-12 
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Conclusion - the five-step leadership plan from the life of Joseph: 
1. Use your position and influence to help the situation not harm it. 

2. Seek to mentor those following you in the right way to speak and behave before they get into the 
moment. 

3. Apply godly wisdom to each circumstance and pray for it when you lack wisdom. 
a. Find the best methodology. 

b. Be flexible and stay calm when things go different than expected. 

c. Always stay within your perimeters of your authority. 

4. Honor God first and you will honor the people above, around and beneath you. 

5. Follow through on your promises, because God is a promise maker and a promise keeper. 


