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Finding Your Way Back Home, 2013 

 
 

The Laundry Room: All Washed Up in Divorce 
Matthew 19:3-11; 1 Corinthians 7:12-16; Hosea 3:1; Malachi 2:13-16 

Outline 
 

Introduction: In America, there is one divorce every 13 seconds. That is 46,523 divorces every 
week! While the divorce rate in America has been falling slightly since 1996, there are almost 50,000 
homes that experience this heartbreak each week. What does the Bible have to say about this messy 
subject? What guidelines can we find? What balance can be struck? What redemption and hope for 
broken lives can be claimed? 
 
Four main biblical truths on divorce: 

First: Avoid divorce like the plague. Malachi 2:13-16, So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not 
break faith with the wife of your youth. I hate divorce, says the LORD God of Israel, and I hate a man’s 
covering himself with violence as a garment, says the Lord Almighty. So guard yourself in your spirit, 
and do not break faith. 

Three reasons why God is so angry about divorce: 

 First, divorce breaks the marriage covenant and destroys the oneness God intended for 
husbands and wives to have. 

 Second, when father and mother divorce, it breaks the oneness that children depend 
on…children who God desires to be a godly offspring. 

 Third, divorce breaks the spiritual and social relationships that surround the family. 

Second: Divorce is the last resort. Matthew 19:3-10, Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce 

your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. I tell you that 
anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits 
adultery.” 

1. The fundamental reason behind divorce in verse 8 - “hardness of heart” 

2. Jesus gave permission for divorce when He said, I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 

except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery. 

3. Two other grounds for divorce 

 Desertion by an unbeliever - 1 Corinthians 7:12-16 

 Violence - Malachi 2:16 

Third: Even a biblical ground for divorce is not necessarily a reason to proceed. Hosea 3:1, The 

Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another man and is an 
adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites.” 
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Fourth: God loves divorced people and heals them through Jesus Christ. 1 Timothy 1:15-17, 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.  

Conclusion: Can you hear daddy say, “I love you.”? 
Galatians 4:6, Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit 
who calls out, Abba, Father! 
 


