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Finding Your Way Back Home, 2013 

 
The Front Porch: Single and Waiting 

1 Corinthians 7 
Outline 

 
Introduction: According to the U. S. Census, about 1/3 of Americans 18 and older are single and 
unmarried. The actual number is approximately 103 million people. But everyone, at some time in 
their life, will experience singleness whether it’s just waiting for the right person, or by the death of a 
spouse, or by divorce, or by a decision to remain unmarried. At some point in life…everyone is single. 

Three burning questions for singles: 

Should I remain single or get married? Six guidelines for singles from 1 Corinthians 7: 
1. The decision is a matter of God’s individual leading. Vs. 6, 25  

2. God has given some believers the gift of singleness. Vs. 7, 20, 24   

3. Singleness is a positive direction if self-control is present and practiced. Vs. 8, 9   

4. Singleness is a preferred lifestyle in times of persecution and distress. Vs. 26   

5. Singleness frees a believer to live without as many concerns as a married couple. Vs. 32 

6. Singleness is not a license to live a selfish life but a life of service to the Lord. Vs. 34-35 

What qualities should l look for in a future mate? Eight qualities common to happily married 
people: 

1. Loves the Lord – Psalm 127:1   

2. Demonstrates adaptability – Matthew 7:1-2 

3. Shows empathy – Romans 12:15  

4. A willing problem-solver – Ephesians 4:1-3   

5. Knows how to love - 1 Corinthians 13 
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6. Emotionally stable – 2 Timothy 1:7   

7. Compatible backgrounds – Amos 3:3   

8. Open communicator – James 1:19   

9. Understands commitment – Ecclesiastes 5:4; 1 Timothy 5:8   

How will I know the right person to marry? Five voices that identify God’s will: 
1. Voice of Scripture – 2 Corinthians 6:14; Proverbs 20:1; Proverbs 22:24-25   

2. Voice of the Holy Spirit – Romans 8:14; Colossians 3:15   

3. Voice of providence – Romans 8:28  

4. Voice of family – Proverbs 11:29  

5. Voices of many trusted and wise people – Proverbs 11:14  

Conclusion: It matters to God if you remain single or if you should marry; and it matters to God who 
you marry! 

“It is out of discovering and doing God’s will that your greatest purposes in life                                                    
and your greatest fulfillment will come.” Pastor Jerry Rueb 


