
MISSING THE BOAT: RUNNING FROM GOD’S CALL 
Jonah 1:1-3 

Community Group Homework 

 

Getting Started: 

When you were a child did you ever run and hide from your parents? Where did you go? What where you 

afraid of? What brought you out of hiding? 

Going Deeper: Read Jonah 1:1-3 

1. When the “word of the Lord” came to Jonah was he ready to listen? Why not? 

2. When you hear a message from the Bible what makes you ready to listen? What blocks your hearing 

and obedience? 

3. Why did Nineveh have such an infamous reputation? 

a. Who founded the city? Genesis 10:8-12 

b. How large was it? Jonah 3:3 

c. What other great city was Nineveh’s founder responsible for? Genesis 11:1-9 

d. What was the “message” that ancient Babylon and Nineveh’s leaders intended by constructing 

a tower to heaven? 

4. What are some cultural and moral indicators that America is attempting to live independently from 

God? 

5. How do you think Jonah felt after hearing that he was called to the great city of Nineveh? 

a. Overwhelmed? 

b. Intimidated? 

c. Skeptical? 

d. Angry? 

6. If God called you to evangelize a gang-infested neighborhood that had a reputation of being wicked, 

how would you feel? 

Growing Stronger  

1. In what direction did Jonah go when he decided to run from God? Why did Jonah go that way? 

2. It’s been said that when God calls you to Nineveh, Satan will always have an available ship headed for 

Tarshish. What do you think that means? 



3. The phrase “away from the presence of the Lord” is repeated twice in the first verses of Jonah. What 

fallacy does this phrase expose and what truth is this phrase trying to teach? 

4. Read Psalm 139:7-12. List the insights you can find in these verses…about God…about people who try 

to run from God? 

5. What attitudes do you need to adopt to be ready to evangelize the people around you? What attitudes 

do you need to throw off?  

Getting Together 

1. Start a prayer list for all the unsaved people surrounding you and ask God for an opportunity to share 

your faith. 

2.  Share the prayer needs within the group and pray for one another. 


