
Jesus is Coming, 2014 

The Two Stages of Jesus’ Coming 
The Rapture of the Church 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

Community Group Homework 
 
Getting Started 
1. How do most of the people you know think about the future of the world? 

2. What information are they relying on to draw their conclusions?  

Going Deeper (Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
1. Why did the Apostle Paul want to inform the believers in Thessalonica about the coming of Christ? 

2. Do you think Christians today are ignorant of what the Bible teaches concerning the return of Jesus? 

3. What are some dangers Christians could face if they remain ignorant on this topic? 

4. Who are those identified as “fallen asleep”? 

5. What connection does Paul make between the resurrection of Christ and the rapture of the church in         
1 Thessalonians 4:14 and 1 Corinthians 15:20-23? 

6. Who will be coming with Jesus when He returns to rapture the church (vs. 14b)? Where were they until 
then? 

7. In verse 15 Paul differentiates between those believers who are still alive at Christ’s coming and those who 
have fallen asleep. Whose bodies are transformed first? 

8. Why would this be comforting to the Thessalonian Christians whose loved ones had died in Christ? 



9. What three alarms will signal the Rapture? 

10. Read 1 Corinthians 15:51-52. Which of the alarms is mentioned? 

11. So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the 
shofar." (2 Samuel 6:15) The sounding of the trumpet marked the beginning of worship. How does this 
relate to the Rapture? 

12. ...they shall sound the call of the shofar for them to begin their journeys... (Numbers 10:6) The sounding of 
the trumpet signaled the time to break camp and move out. How does this relate to the Rapture? 

13. What happens to those believers who are alive at the Rapture? 

14. What makes you most joyful when you think of the coming of Christ? What causes you greatest concern? 

Growing Stronger 
What do these passages teach you about being ready for Christ’s coming? 
1. Colossians 3:4-5 

2. Romans 8:18 

3. Acts 1:7-8 

Getting Together 
1. Pray for anyone who might have a need in your group. 

2. Ask God to give you a renewed urgency to reach to world for Christ before He comes again. 


