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The Bible is not silent when it comes to speaking about those who endure suffering for the sake 
of Jesus Christ. In the era during which the New Testament was written, followers of Jesus were 
often ostracized by their own families and communities. Some of the worst persecution came 
from the religious leaders. Jesus told His followers, "Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." And He reminded His disciples, 
"If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first."  

The weekend of November 1 marks the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. 
It is a day of intercession for persecuted Christians worldwide. Today we will become more 
aware of the scope and intensity of Christian persecution around the world. We will pray and 
we will open the Bible to 1 Peter 5:8-11 for understanding, direction and hope in the face of 
God’s people in all generations who have and will again stand strong against Satan’s opposition 
to the church. This weekend is also a reminder for you, your family, your Bible study or your 
community group to set aside time to honor this important call to prayer for suffering 
Christians. 
 
1 Peter was written to encourage and teach scattered, homeless, suffering Christians how to 
live victorious Christian lives in the middle of persecution: 
 

a. Without losing _______________________. 
 
 

b. Without becoming ____________________. 
 
 

c. While looking ahead to Jesus’ ______________   ________________. 
 
 

d. While believing that God was the God of _______________  ________________. 
 
 
1 Peter 5:8-11 
Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family 
of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of 
all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, 



will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
TEACHING POINT #1: 
IS THE DEVIL A SLIPPERY SNAKE OR A ROARING LION? AND THE ANSWER IN SCRIPTURE IS…HE IS 
__________. Genesis 3:1-2; 1 Peter 5:8 
 
 
 
TEACHING POINT #2: 
DOES THE DEVIL HAVE THE POWER MAKE BELIEVERS SUFFER? THE BIBLE’S ANSWER IS 
_________, BUT NOT _____________ POWER. 

1. Satan is not the opposite of God – Ezekiel 28:15 

2. Satan approaches God as a subordinate – Job 1:6 

3. Satan cannot tempt you without God’s permission – Matthew 4:1; Job 1:12 

4. Satan cannot physically harm or kill you without God’s permission – Job 1:12; 2:2-6 

5. There is an end in sight for Satan’s power to make Christians suffer – Revelation 20:10 

TEACHING POINT #3:  
CAN TRUE CHRISTIANS BE DEVOURED BY THE DEVIL? THE BIBLE’S ANSWER IS _________. 
1 Peter 1:3-6 

 
 

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm 
and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 5:8 
 
 

Always remember: 
God is the one who has called you to His glory-- 
and He is the one who will get you to His glory! 

 


