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Christmas, 2014 

THE DAVIDIC FAMILY TREE 
Matthew 1:1-17 

Outline 
 

Introduction: When Matthew wrote his gospel about Jesus, he addressed it to Jewish people. So he 
began where any respectable Jew would begin…with the genealogy. 

We usually skip over the genealogies in Scripture because we think of them like reading the phone 
book: But God’s plan and purposes in sending the Savior are rooted in Christ’s family tree. Today we 
will uncover the interesting facts about His ancestry and why they are important.  

Matthew began with the family tree of Jesus for three main reasons: 
1. The Jews value family genealogy. 

2. Matthew proves Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah because Jesus is an heir of King David. 

3. Matthew demonstrates that Jesus was a man with historical family roots. 

Jesus Christ is the main character on the family tree: vs. 1, the genealogy of Jesus Christ 

Abraham and David are the main anchors on the family tree. vs. 1, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham 

1. Abraham – received the promise of a Savior, Genesis 12:1-3 

2. David – received the promise of an eternal throne, 2 Samuel 7:11-13 

Family surprises on Jesus’ family tree: victims, violators and victors - Matthew 1:2-17 
1. Jacob was a cheating twin and father of the 12 tribes of Israel. vs. 2 

2. Rahab was a Canaanite harlot who believed that the God of Israel was the One, true God. vs. 5 

3. Ruth an outcast immigrant. vs. 5 
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4. Solomon an ill-born yet wise king. vs. 6 

5. Ahaz was the most wicked king. vs. 9 

6. Zerubbabel was a courageous reformer. vs. 12 

Three things that Jesus’ family tree teaches us about Him: 
1. Jesus, the Son of God, is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham to bless all people. 

2. Jesus, the man, is the fulfillment of God’s promise to send a virgin-born son. 

3. Jesus, the King of Kings, is the final and eternal fulfillment to God’s promise to David. 

Three things Christ’s family tree teaches you about your family: 
1. Relax: There are no perfect families. 

2. Refocus: There is hope for any family. 

3. Rejoice: God is working in your family. 


