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AN HONEST FIRST-HAND RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
1 John 1:1-4 

Outline 
 
 

Introduction: Many people today feel as though they are a vanishing commodity with a short shelf 
life; therefore they might as well get busy thinking they are god by doing whatever makes them feel 
good…or they sink into a deep despair when they realize that the god of secularism is so small. Into 
this depressing secular void steps the eternally exciting message of the Bible that declares a vastly 
different worldview. The book of 1 John is a perfect answer to the ideological confusion and 
godlessness of our times. 

John’s four purposes in writing his first letter: 
1. To define and empirically declare who Jesus is 

2. To lift up the ultimate value of an authentic relationship with God 

3. To define what a true relationship with God looks like 

4. To defend the truth against the false religious and misleading philosophic worldviews 

The author: John, the apostle 

1 John: A letter to refute false teaching 
1. Gnosticism was a first century philosophy that purported to have secret “knowledge” that the 

material world is evil and only the spiritual realm with many levels has value. 

2. Docetism was another false teaching John wrote that regarded Jesus’ body as an illusion. 

The empirical evidence that Jesus Christ is the Eternal Son of God - vs. 1-3a 

Three channels of first-hand empirical knowledge of Jesus the apostles had: 

 Ears – what we have heard 

 Eyes – what we have seen with our eyes and looked upon 
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 Touch – what we have touched with our hands 

The Christian faith is verifiable…it can be subjected to inquiry and be tested. 

Three purposes for Christ’s Incarnation - vs. 3-4  

1. The vertical – that we might have eternal fellowship with the Father and the Son 

2. The horizontal – that we might have loving fellowship with one another 

3. The internal – that our joy might be filled up to the full 

Conclusion 

“The problem with sinful man is that he has made a lesser god in his own image instead of 
worshipping the only true and infinite God in whose image man is made.”     Dr. Jerry Rueb 


