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Week of February 22, 2015 

THE TEST OF LOVE: REALITY CHECK 2 
1 John 2:7-11 

Community Group Homework 

Getting Started 
1. If you had the power to manufacture love, to what or to whom would you first apply it? 

2. Why do you think it is so hard to find genuine love? 

Going Deeper (Read 1 John 2:7-11) 
1. John considers the command to love one another to be both old and new. What does he mean? 

Compare Leviticus 19:18 and John 13:34. 

2. In what way did Jesus exemplify a new expression of God’s eternal standard of love?             
Romans 5:8 

3. Is every rank and file Christian commanded to love others or is this only for an elite group of 
believers? Romans 12:10 

4. What suggestions would you have for someone who is having trouble loving another person? 

5. Does genuine love wait to be loved before it loves? Why? 

6. Roman historian Aristides said this about Christians in the first century: They love one another. 
They never fail to help widows; they save orphans from those who would hurt them. If they have 
something, they freely give to the man who has nothing; if they see a stranger, they take him 
home, and are happy, as though he was a real brother. 

 How does that description compare to what you observe in 21st century Christians? 



 How does your life compare to that description? 

Growing Stronger 
1. According to the Bible, where does love come from? (1 John 4:7-8; Galatians 5:22) What does that 

mean to you? 

2. Name some reasons why hatred is so destructive to the human heart. 

3. Where do you see the destructive power of hatred operating in the world today? 

4. 1 John 2:9 warns about what dangerous dichotomy? 

5. You’ve heard the expression “blind anger”? Describe the danger John reveals if someone lives a 
life dominated by hatred. See 1 John 2:11. 

6. What kind of realities and perspectives does hatred blind us to? 

7. What kind of realities and perspectives does love enable us to see? 

8. Where would you like God to help you express love?  

Getting Together 
1. Use 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 as a prayer template to ask God for the specific qualities of love. 

2. Share your prayer concerns and pray for each other. 


