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COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANS POSING IN THE CHURCH 
1 John 2:18-27 

Outline 

Introduction: Religious counterfeiting is has always been a problem. Presenting a counterfeit Jesus 
is a highly developed scheme that dates back to the first century. The apostle John wrote his letter to 
counter the clever lies of false teachers who were already prowling and howling around the church. 
 
What does an authentic relationship with God look like? 
What have we learned from 1 John? 
1. First, in 1 John 1:1-4 we learn that a genuine relationship with God comes only through faith in 

Jesus Christ. 

2. Second, we learn in 1 John 1:5-10 a genuine believer lives a transformed life…a holy life. 

3. Third, in chapter 2 we learn of two tests in how we know if our faith in real. 
a. Test of obedience, 1 John 2:3-6: Real Christians obey God. 

b. Test of love, 1 John 2:7-11: Genuine Christians love other people  

4. Fourth, we learned that true believers do not love the world because we are not of this world. 
2:15-17 

John’s warnings about Christian counterfeits - 1 John 2:18-27 

The misrepresentation of Jesus is a worldwide movement (vs. 18). 

Spiritual counterfeiters have an identifying profile (vs. 19). 
1. Counterfeiters use the cover of genuine believers and then become divisive – They went out from 

us 

2. They hide inside the church – They were not of us. 

3. They eventually prove their true identity – But they went out, that it might become plain that they all 

are not of us.  

Spiritual counterfeiters always have an erroneous view of Jesus - vs. 22-23.                                       
Two main truths that false teachers attack: 
1. Denial that Jesus is the Christ – reject the truth that Jesus (the man) is God’s promised Savior, 

Messiah (God, the Son). 
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2. Denial of Jesus’ equality with God the Father – This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father 

and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father 
also. 

Genuine Christians can safeguard themselves against the anti-Christian movement 
John gives us two safeguards: 
1. Genuine Christians are not moved from the original message about Jesus- vs. 24, Let what you 

heard from the beginning abide in you. 

2. Genuine Christians depend on the Holy Spirit to keep them from wandering from the truth              
vs. 20, 27. 

Summary: eight signs of a counterfeit church or religion 
1. Counterfeiters preach another way of salvation that typically involves works and not salvation by 

grace through faith in Jesus alone. 

2. Counterfeiters deny of the true nature of Jesus…either His humanity, or His deity or both. 

3. Counterfeiters have an authority beyond the Bible…a man or a book. 

4. Counterfeiters claim unique revelations never before known…angelic visitations; visions; dreams; 
divine visitations; alien encounters.  

5. Counterfeiters claim that they are the only true church. 

6. Counterfeiters are led by authoritative leadership who refused to be questioned. 

7. Counterfeiters require giving not grace giving as God prompts. 

8. Counterfeiters keep followers out of the fear of losing their salvation for leaving. 

Understand the high stakes of falling into the anti-Christian movement - vs. 25, And this is 
what he promised us—even eternal life. 


