
Staying God-Connected in a Stormy World 
1 John series 

Week of March 8, 2015 

COUNTERFEIT CHRISTIANS POSING IN THE CHURCH 
1 John 2:18-27 

Community Group Homework 

Getting Started 
What lesson(s) or experience(s) of personal spiritual growth have blessed you in this study of 1 John? 

Going Deeper (Read 1 John 2:18-27) 
1. John speaks of the “last hour” as a time when many “anti-christs” will appear on the scene of history. 

According to Hebrews 1:1-2 when did those last days begin? 

2. Should we be surprised at the number of false teachers, given the warning in 1 Timothy 4:1? 

3. John indicates in verse 19 that false teachers (anti-christ leaders) will arise with identifying marks. What are 
they? What do they mean? 

4. At the center of false teachers who lie is their teaching on the person and work of Christ. Why do you 
suppose they focus on redefining Jesus Christ? 

5. Name some false notions that you have heard people articulate about Jesus:                                                            
Jesus is… 

Growing Stronger 
1. There are two absolute truths about Jesus that false teachers deny. What are these two non-negotiable 

truths in verses 22-23? 

2. Why is it important that we believe as the Bible teaches that Jesus is both fully God and fully man? 

3. Why is it important that we believe as the Bible teaches that Jesus is equal with God the Father?                        
See John 10:30 



4. What two safeguards do we have to protect us from the ravages of false teachers? See verses 24, 20, 27. 

5. What does 1 Thessalonians 5:21 command Christians to do? By what objective standard do we “test” 
every teaching? 

6. Discuss the eight signs of a counterfeit religion. Where have you seen them in action? What will you do to 
avoid them? 
Eight signs of a counterfeit church: 

 Counterfeiters preach another way of salvation that typically involves works and not salvation by grace 
through faith in Jesus alone. 

 Counterfeiters deny of the true nature of Jesus…either His humanity, or His deity or both. 

 Counterfeiters have an authority beyond the Bible…a man or a book. 

 Counterfeiters claim unique revelations never before known…angelic visitations; visions; dreams; 
divine visitations; alien encounters. 

 Counterfeiters claim that they are the only true church. 

 Counterfeiters are led by authoritative leadership who refused to be questioned. 

 Counterfeiters require giving not grace giving as God prompts. 

 Counterfeiters keep followers out of the fear of losing their salvation for leaving. 

Getting Together 
1. Share your prayer concerns and pray for each other. 

2. Pray for the coming Easter season at Cornerstone 

3. Pray for any friends or relatives trapped in a cult or false religion 


