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Outline 

Introduction: Today I want to point you to two things that always go together…true believers in 
Jesus Christ and genuine love. Of all the things that must be considered inseparable, John’s letter 
hits ground zero in 1 John 3:11. 

Love is the identifying presence in all true Christians. 1 John 3:11, For this is the message that 

you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. 

How did hatred enter the human race and infect the world? 3:12-13, We should not be like Cain, 

who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own 
deeds were evil and his brother's righteous. Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 
1. Cain is the supreme example of how hatred wormed its way into the world. We should not be like 

Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. 

2. Murder got started in the human race when Satan tempted Cain to kill his brother. We should not 

be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. 

3. Satan used deception to exploit and motivate Cain to kill his brother. vs. 12b, And why did he 

murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous. 

4. Shock…the world’s attitude toward Christians who live a righteous life is like Cain’s hatred toward 
his brother. vs. 13, Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 

How did real love enter the human race and empower believers? 3:14-18, We know that we have 

passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers.  
1. The evidence of love: Love is the proof that a person has an authentic relationship with God.               

vs. 14, We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers.  

2. The essence of love: Jesus Christ is the greatest demonstration of love. vs. 16, By this we know 

love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 
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3. The exercise of love: We are commanded to love others like Jesus loved us. vs. 16b-18, We ought 

to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not 
love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

Conclusion: Where is God’s love calling you? 


