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SPIRITUAL PROPAGANDISTS ON THE LOOSE 
1 John 4:1-9 

Outline 
 
Introduction: Every weekend, people in America and around the world go to religious services and in 
effect, put their trust in the hands of religious leaders who claim they are speaking for God. 
And…every week many undiscerning people put their lives and their eternal destiny on the line. They 
trust that what they believe is true. Tragically for many, what they are being told is false and is deadly. 
When John wrote his first letter to the churches, he instructed them to put every teaching to the test. 
Everything that you believe must be put under the microscope of truth. 
 
Christians are commanded to test every teaching. vs. 1a, Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but 

test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 

Christians should test every teaching for good reason. vs. 1b, For many false prophets have gone 

out into the world. 

Christians are given instructions on how to test. vs. 2-3, By this you know the Spirit of God: every 

spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and 
now is in the world already. 

Christians who stick to the truth are promised ultimate victory. vs. 4-6, Little children, you are 

from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.  

Conclusion – Testing any teaching or teacher requires four imperatives: 
1. An analytical approach…no room for sloppy theological thinking.  

2. A good knowledge of the subject…cults feed on nominal Christians.  

3. A discerning mind…a commitment to carefully interpret all aspects of a teaching or a teacher. 

4. An immovable standard…everything checked against the unchanging Word of God. 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved,                                                                           
a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 

2 Timothy 2:15 


