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The Power of Faith 
1 John 5:4-12 

Outline 

Introduction: Faith is as common as house dust but it is often regarded as only something for 
religious people. So what is the real issue? What separates useless faith that is rooted in fantasy from 
faith that moves the world? John dissects this question in Chapter 5 of his letter because not all “faith” 
is created equal. 

The overwhelming power of faith - 1:4-5, For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the 

world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the 
world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

1. God is the origin of overcoming faith; faith wins. vs. 4 

2. The world always opposes faith in God; the world is not your friend or a friend of faith. vs. 4, 5  

3. Jesus is the object of overcoming faith; Christ is your key to victory. vs. 5  

The overpowering evidence of faith - 1:6, This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; 

not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because 

the Spirit is the truth. 
1. The witness of the Water – Christ’s baptism: This is he who came by water 

2. The witness of the Blood – Christ’s death: This is he who came by water and blood 

3. The witness of the Spirit – Christ’s personal gift! 
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The overwhelming verification of faith - 1:7-12 
1. There is agreement between the three witnesses. vs. 7-9, For there are three that testify: the Spirit 

and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

2. There is confirmation in the human heart. vs. 10a, Whoever believes in the Son of God has the 

testimony in himself.  

3. There is danger in disagreeing with the evidence. vs. 10b, Whoever does not believe God has 

made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his 
Son. 

4. The summation of overcoming faith: vs. 11-12, And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal 

life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God 
does not have life  

Conclusion: The evidence about Jesus is in and it is overwhelming! 
 


