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FALLEN COMRADES I 
“Pick Them Up” 

Galatians 6:1 

One of the most needed and yet possibly the most neglected ministries in the body of Christ is that of going after and 
seeking to restore a brother or sister who has fallen into sin. We avoid doing it for a number of reasons: No one likes 
confrontation. We don’t know what to say or how to go about it. We don’t want to be judgmental or critical. We’re 
aware of our own shortcomings and don’t want to come across as hypocrites. But, the Apostle Paul addressed the value 
and even the responsibility of “those who are spiritual” to be ready to be deployed to head up a rescue mission at a 
moment’s notice for a brother or sister who has fallen into sin. 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should      
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.”  
Galatians 6:1 

Satan’s strategy in the Garden of Eden was to re-brand and re-market sin as something that 
looked attractive and would make God’s love look like a lie and a form of bondage. Genesis 3:6, 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with 
her, and he ate. 

Satan is an expert at disguise. He is a liar and he masquerades as an angel of light. John 8:44, 

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for 
he is a liar and the father of lies; 2 Corinthians 11:14, And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
light. 

Who are the “spiritual people?” Paul explains this in detail in Galatians 5:16-23. He gives a description 

of ones who walk in the Spirit and ones who do not. Those who are walking in the Spirit “will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh.” In verses 19-21 Paul gives a partial list of 15 “works of the flesh.” He contrasts them with 
“fruits of the spirit” in verses 22-23. 

Do spiritually healthy Christians get a pass when it comes to the ministry of restoration of 
fallen comrades? Not according the Bible! Romans 15:1, We who are strong have an obligation to bear 

with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
1 Thessalonians 5:14, And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the faint-hearted, help the weak, be 
patient with them all. 



 

The word “restore” that Paul uses is the word “katartizo” and it means “to mend.” In Matthew 

12:20, Jesus quotes Isaiah 42:3 to show us His heart for broken people who need restoration. “A bruised reed 
he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings justice to victory.” In other 
words, Jesus doesn’t throw away broken people—He restores them—and He expects you and me to be 
leaders in His restoration ministry for the sake of the church. 

“Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” 
Aside from the obvious warning not to flirt with the same temptation that caused your brother or sister to fall 
in the first place…there’s another warning in this statement. It can also mean...“think about how you would 
want to be treated if you were in his or her shoes—and don’t be over-confident or too sure of yourself when it 
comes to temptation.” Make sure you have on your Ephesians 6 suit of spiritual armor before you go to battle 
against the powers of darkness. (Ephesians 6:10-18) 

1. Sin is like the UN-COLA. The devil can make it look and taste different—but it’s still sin and Christians can 
get caught up in it. 

2. Jesus requires that spiritually strong believers be ready to lead rescue missions for fallen comrades. 

3. Jesus doesn’t throw away broken reeds or discard flickering candle wicks—He restores them—and so 
should we. 

4. Be careful. Treat fallen comrades the way you would want to be treated if you were in their shoes.   

5. Jesus expects us to be leaders in restoration ministry for the sake of the church. 

6. Don’t do battle with the enemy until you have put on your Ephesians 6 spiritual armor. 


