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FIVE CERTAINTIES IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD, PART 1 
1 John 5:13-21 

Community Group Homework 

Getting Started 
1. What do you consider to be the most dramatic changes you have seen in American culture during 

your lifetime? 

2. How well do you relate to change? 
a. I welcome it as a friend; change is good. 

b. I tolerate it; change makes me feel unsettled. 

c. I wish things stayed the way they are; change is bad. 

d. I ignore it; change doesn’t affect me. 

3. If you had the power to stop something from changing, what would that “something” be? 

Going Deeper (Read 1 John 5:13) 
1. What was John’s purpose for writing his letter? 

2. Why is it important to “know” with certainty that you have eternal life? What is at stake? 

3. According to what Jesus said in John 17:3, what is the essence of eternal life? 

4. According to 1 John 5:11-12, when does eternal life begin for the Christian? 

5. Discuss this question: What is it about heaven that you most look forward to? 

6. What do these verses teach you about assurance of your salvation? 
a. John 10:28 

b. Romans 8:1 

c. Romans 8:38-39 

d. Ephesians 1:13-14 



7. Have you ever doubted if you were a child of God? What thoughts or difficult circumstances 
unsettled you? 

8. When you were caused to doubt if you are a child of God, what helped you get back on track? 

Growing Stronger (Read 1 John 5:14-15) 
1. What is it about prayer is most difficult for you? 

2. In verse 13 John uses the word “confidence” when talking about prayer. 
a. Read Hebrews 4:16 and notice the same word to describe how we are to approach God in 

prayer. 
b. The word translated “confidence” literally means “freedom of speech; unreserved speech; 

absence of fear in speaking boldly.” 
c. What does this teach you about prayer?  

3. What do you think it means to pray “according to God’s will?” 

4. How should you pray when there are things that you pray for that you are not sure whether they 
are in God’s will? (Matthew 26:39) 

5. What kinds of things prayed for are surely in God’s will? 

6. Is there reason to be confident when we pray for things in God’s will? 

7. In John 15:7-8 Jesus revealed to His disciples why God desires to answer their prayer. What 
purposes are fulfilled in answered prayer? 

Getting Together 
1. Pray with confidence about the things that concern you. 

2. Share your prayer concerns and pray for each other. 


