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Outline 
 
Introduction: John closes his first letter to the early Christians by giving them five certainties. We can 
call them “Five Certainties in an Uncertain World.” Last week we learned about three of the five 
absolute certainties and so today we will look at the last two unchangeable eternal certainties. 

Certainty #1: You can be certain that you have eternal life. vs. 13, I write these things to you who 

believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life 

Certainty #2: You can be certain that God answers prayer. vs. 14-15, And this is the confidence 

that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that 
he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 

Certainty #3: You can be certain that genuine believers will not continue in a habitual lifestyle 
of sin. vs. 16-18, If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and 

God will give him life—to those who commit sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that leads to 
death; I do not say that one should pray for that. All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not 
lead to death. 

Certainty #4: You can be certain that there are only two spiritual families. vs. 19, We know that 

we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
1. There are only two kinds of people in the world. 

2. At the core of all reality is a cosmic spiritual war that is played out in real time every day. 

3. John describes the world as under the control of the evil one…the whole world lies in the power 
of the evil one! 

a. Who is Satan? 

b. Why did he fall from heaven? 

c. What is his present evil goal? 
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d. What are his three main strategies? 

e. What will be Satan’s final doom? 

5. Certainty #5: You can be certain there is only one true God and that Jesus Christ is His 
Son. vs. 20, And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that 

we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true 
God and eternal life. 
Why must Jesus be considered the only way to God and to heaven? 

a. First, this is the claim that Jesus made about Himself. John 14:6 

b. Second, Jesus is the only Person who has ever lived who fulfills the O. T. Messianic 
prophecies. 

c. Third, Jesus is the only Person who has ever lived who rose from the dead as a fact of 
history. 

Conclusion: Are you certain about where you will spend eternity? You can be…here’s how: 


