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Jesus at Center Stage 
August 22 & 23, 2015 

Jerry Rueb 

JESUS REVEALS HIS TRUE IDENTITY 
Matthew 16:13-17 

Outline 

Introduction: In this series, Jesus at Center Stage, I began last week by exploring the first chapter of 
John’s gospel that presents Jesus as the Word, the Logos, Who existed from eternity past, Who is 
the Creator of all things and Who is the unifying rationale behind all of reality in the universe and 
beyond. The first page of John pushes our concept of Jesus out to the horizons of eternity. When we 
understand the message of John 1 we quickly realize that one of the greatest sins we can commit is 
making Jesus too small. Today we will look at the pivotal moment when Jesus revealed His true 
identity to His disciples. 

The central question you must answer: Who is Jesus? 

False accusations of Jesus’s identity 

1. Joseph’s obnoxious son? Luke 4:28-30 

2. Political figure of an earthly kingdom? John 6:15 

3. Demon possessed sorcerer? Luke 11:14-18 

4. A drunken party-goer with sinful friends? Matthew 11:16-19 

5. A deluded blasphemer worthy of death? Matthew 26:63-66 

Jesus’ true identity revealed - Matthew 16:13-17 

1. Caesarea Philippi, the location of Peter’s revelation was iconic, ironic and yet perfectly fitting. 

2. Jesus first question: “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

3. Jesus second question: “Who do you say that I am?” 
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4. Peter’s confession  

 You are the Christ!...You are the Messiah, God’s anointed One, the promised coming King, 
the eternal Savior, the high priest…You are the embodiment of all the hopes and dreams of 
fallen humanity. 

 The Son of the living God…not only Son of Man, but Son of God…not only God, but the 
living God, as opposed to the dead idols – Pan – and all the rest of the dead idols.  

5. Peter’s revelation – “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 

to you, but my Father who is in heaven.” 

Conclusion: How does anyone understand Jesus true identity today? 
1. We do not come to know the true identity of Jesus in a vacuum. 

2. We need to check out the evidence…observe Jesus, listen to Jesus, mark His miracles, His death 
and His resurrection through His Word. 

3. But conclusive evidence alone is not enough. 

4. No one is ever effectively argued into believing in Jesus as Savior. 

5. God opened up Peter’s mind and heart to see it and so God must open your heart too. 
 1 Corinthians 2:14 says, The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 

they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually 
discerned. 

 In John 6:44 Jesus said, No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 

 Jesus said, All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 

drive away. (John 6:37) 

6. If you have never come to Christ, Jesus invites you to come and discover His true identity. 


