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JESUS FACES HIS ARCH ENEMY 
Matthew 4:1-11 

Outline 

Introduction: The greatest enemy Jesus ever faced was not a formidable political war machine; not a 
power-crazed king; and not even a corrupt religious institution. Jesus at Center Stage takes us to the 
epic confrontation between Jesus and Satan recorded in Matthew 4:1-11. One writer describes it this 
way: “Like single combat warriors, two giants of the cosmos converged on a scene of desolation. 
One, just beginning his mission in enemy territory, arrived in a badly weakened state. The other, 
confident and on home turf, seized the initiative.” 

The desolate battlefield - vs. 1, Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness. 

The devious timing - vs. 2, And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 

There are basically three temptations thrown at Jesus; and with each one Satan attempts to redefine 
Him. 
1. The temptation to serve Himself - vs. 3-4, And the tempter came and said to him, “If (Since) you 

are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

2. The temptation to prove Himself - vs. 5-7, Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on 
the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it 
is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’ Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put 
the Lord your God to the test.’” 

3. The temptation to exalt Himself - vs. 8-11, Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” Then the devil left 
him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
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The three-fold path to victory that Jesus walked 
1. Service over success - Mark 10:45, For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

2. Humility over grandiosity - Philippians 2:8-11, Jesus humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 

3. Love over power - Hebrews 12:2, (Jesus) who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 


