
P a g e  | 1 

 
Life is Hard; God is Good 

October 31 & November 1, 2015 
Jerry Rueb 

WHY THE PROUD NEVER GIVE THANKS 
Romans 1:16-23 

Outline 

Introduction: The Bible issues that stern warning, “Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands 
take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12, ESV). Sometimes life throws us onto a hard path, 
sometimes of our own making and sometimes not, and it feels like you’re running an obstacle course. 
One of the great dangers we face is proudly thinking that we have it nailed…because any one of us is 
only a step away from falling. One of the biggest reasons pride is so dangerous is because it 
undermines a grateful heart; and when we lose a grateful heart, we are on our way down. 

The testimony of Creation to ungrateful watchers - Romans 1:16-21 

1. This passage describes the universal problem of people who do not believe the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

2. Creation is God’s open book of discovery that should lead an honest observer to understand that 
God created everything, and that He is powerful, eternal and glorious in all His ways. Psalm 19:1-2 

3. Since God is the Creator of all things, then I/we must be His creatures. 

4. So standing before the irresistible logic of the open book of creation, I must admit that everything, 
including my own life, is a gift. 

The downward path of ingratitude - Romans 1:21-23 
Five steps in the downward spiral of sinful man: 
1. They did not honor him as God or give thanks to him 

2. They became futile in their thinking 

3. Their foolish hearts were darkened 

4. Claiming to be wise, they became fools.  

5. They exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. 
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God the Creator expects humble gratitude from His creation! Psalm 100:4; Psalm 118:19-20 
There are three very humbling truths that will make us more grateful: 
1. Our duty is simply to be thankful to Him from our hearts and live for His glory.  

2. We have lived a lie and we have been ungrateful to God. 

3. God, in His great mercy, sent His Son to suffer the just penalty for people like us. We cannot save 
ourselves. 

Conclusion: Five goals from this series 
1. Make it my habit to constantly choose gratitude no matter how difficult my circumstances become. 

2. Understand that happiness is a choice…it is not happy people who are thankful, but thankful 
people who are happy. 

3. My ingratitude is a self-defeating sin that calls for honest repentance. 

4. God is my Source during difficult times, so blaming God only compounds my trials. 

5. Even when I fall into tragic circumstances of my own making I must not give up or give in to 
defeat, because God is there, He understands and He gives me reason to hope…because God is 
always faithful and merciful.  


