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JOHN THE BAPTIST: Get out in front of the crowd. 
Matthew 3:1-12; Luke 1:1-66 

Community Group Homework 

Getting Started 
1. Name some characteristics of American culture that run counter to God’s righteousness and 

God’s ways. 

2. What character qualities help a Christian to stand alone or stand against the tide of evil? 

Going Deeper (Read Luke 1:1-25) 
1. How does the Bible describe the parents of John the Baptist? 

2. In what way did the absence of a child for Elizabeth and Zechariah add to the drama of 
John’s birth announcement?  

3. How is this story an encouragement to you when God does not answer your prayers within 
your timeframe? 

4. What are the character traits that the angel Gabriel said John would possess and why are 
they important for his mission for God? 

5. The news of John’s birth was so fantastic that Zechariah doubted the angel and was stuck 
dumb. Why are impossible situations part of God’s plan? 

6. Name one of your impossibilities that challenges the size of your faith. 

Growing Stronger (Read Matthew 3:1-12) 
1. Describe what John the Baptist was like. 



2. What drew people to go out to the desert to hear him preach? Who did they think John was? 
See 2 Kings 1:8. 

3. What does the word “repent” mean to you? 

4. Is repentance just an emotional response to sin or does it mean behavioral changes?                
See 2 Corinthians 7:8-10   

5. Do you respond best to the fear of God’s judgment or the kindness of God to produce true 
repentance? See Romans 2:4. Why is love a better motivation than fear? 

6. The people who listened to John’s preaching confessed their sins and were baptized with the 
water of repentance to prepare for what? For whom? Vs. 6, 11 

7. When you confess all known sins (1 John 1:9) how does it impact your experience of 
fellowship with God? 

8. What keeps most people from honestly confessing their sins? 

9. What blessings and benefits can you see coming out of honest confession?  

Getting Together 
1. Pray for spiritual change and renewal in your life and in the life of Cornerstone Church. 

2. Share your prayer concerns and pray for each other. 


