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PETER: Don’t let failure count you out. 
John 21:1-23 

Community Group homework 

Getting Started 
What is your favorite time of day? Why? 

Going Deeper - Read John 21:1-22 
1. Why do you think this post-resurrection appearance of Jesus is only recorded in John’s gospel? 

2. Where did Jesus tell the disciples to meet Him after His resurrection and what did He ask them to 
do? See Matthew 28:10. Why do you think this was the pre-arranged meeting place? 

3. Why did Peter go back to fishing again and why did the others follow his lead? 

4. When the disciples went back to their old life of fishing, they caught nothing. What spiritual 
principle do you see here for your life? 

5. When Jesus appeared to the disciples at an unexpected moment (vs. 4) and place, did He 
condemn them? Explain. 

6. The “Stranger on the shore” asked them to put their nets on the other side of the boat and they 
made a haul. What previous experience was Jesus trying to reinforce with His disciples?                              
See Luke 5. 

7.  What has God taught you about attempting to return to your old ways? 



8. When Peter heard from John that Jesus was on the shore, why did he throw himself into the water 
and swim to shore? 

9. After breakfast, Jesus took Simon Peter aside and asked him, “Do you love me more than these?” 
What kind of love was Jesus asking about? What kind of love was Peter prepared to give to Jesus? 

10. Why did Jesus ask Peter three times about how much he loved Jesus? Shame? Make a point? 
Redemption? 

11. Why was Peter hurt when Jesus changed the wording of His last question? 

12. If Jesus asked you to describe your love for Him, what would you say? What if Jesus loved you 
with the same degree of love you have for Him? Would that bless you or cause you sadness? 

Growing Stronger  
1. Jesus taught Peter that love for Jesus precedes any usefulness for Jesus. When professing 

Christians minister out of something else besides a pure love for Jesus, what bad things happen? 

2. Why was Jesus’ prophecy about Peter’s old age so troubling to Peter? 

3. What troubles do we bring on ourselves when we compare ourselves to other believers? 

4. What was Jesus’ command to Peter in the face of comparisons with John’s life? How does that 
apply to you? 

Getting Together 
Pray audibly for one another’s family needs realizing that this is part of being in fellowship with God 
and one another. 


