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SAMARITAN WOMAN: Don’t let your past rule your future. 
John 4:1-24 

Introduction: Sometimes the greatest things start out as small encounters. 

The uncomfortable circumstance - vs. 1-3, he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 

The risky route - vs. 4-6, And he had to pass through Samaria. 

The opening question - vs. 7-9, Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”  

The amazing offer - vs. 10, Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 

saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living 
water.” 

The mixed-up message - vs. 11-12, The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, 

and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob? He 
gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 

The clear description - vs. 13-14, Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 

again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I 
will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

The woman’s thirst revealed - vs. 15-18, The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will 

not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and 
come here.” 
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The unfruitful detour - vs. 19-24, The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our 

fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to 
worship.” 

Jesus revealed - vs. 25-26, The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called 

Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 

A world-changer responds - vs. 28-29, So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and 

said to the people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” They 
went out of the town and were coming to him. 

Conclusion - Six reasons why the Samaritan woman qualifies as an unlikely world-changer: 
1. Even the most improbable people are spiritually thirsty and need a relationship with God. 

2. Someone’s race, family, tribe, gang or country of origin are never barriers to God’s love.  

3. Sincerely held but erroneous religious views are a detour but are not insurmountable. 

4. Past sins do not need to define anyone today or determine someone’s eternal future. 

5. Jesus declared Himself to be the only Messiah and Savior of all people. 

6. Followers of Jesus enthusiastically share their story with others. 


