
MATTHEW 6:5-15 
HEART OF JESUS 
PRAYING WITH THE  

LIFE GROUP HOMEWORK 

SPECIAL NOTES ON THE NEW HOMEWORK FORMAT 

Why is it different this week? Two things have happened. First, Pastor Duane has taken up the mantle of writing the 

homework . This will help lift some responsibilities from Pastor Jerry’s busy schedule and it will also allow for the homework to 

be produced with fewer breaks (as was requested by the group leaders). Secondly, this week marks the beginning of the 

Sunday night service. Each week the pastors involved in preaching meet to discuss the passage for that week. The questions 

for the homework will bring out aspects of the passage discussed in that meeting that may or may not come up in the 

sermons. The questions will maintain the basic points of emphasis brought out in the sermons. Please send any feedback 

concerning the new homework to duane@cclb.org or call 562-296-6490. We hope to work through all the kinks by this fall’s 

kick-off of Life Groups.  

Note for Life Group Leaders: PLEASE DO NOT FEEL THAT YOU HAVE TO COVER EVERY POINT! Go over these questions ahead 

of time in your own study; be thinking about which questions and areas of interest would best fit your group. Feel free to 

focus on only a few select questions or a single section. These questions are intended to allow flexibility. 

Note for Life Group Members: It is our hope that you will go over these questions on your own and think through the answers 

before you arrive to meet with your Life Group. If certain questions spark your interests or are particularly important, feel free 

to contact your group leader to suggest that they be covered. 

 

Praying in Secret (vs. 5-6) 
Jesus says that those who pray on the street corners have their reward already (vs. 5). What is this reward? 

 

 

If you never told anyone that you prayed and kept your prayer life a complete secret, would your prayers still be 

effective and worthwhile?  If you kept your prayer life a secret, what might other people think of you?  Does this 

prevent us from keeping it a secret?  Are there godly reasons for letting our prayer life be known? 

 

 

Praying Without Empty Words (vs. 6-8) 
What sort of phrases do we use in prayer that could be described as “empty”? 

 

 

What does the use of empty words in our prayers tell us about how we perceive and understand our God? 

 

 

How would trusting that God already knows our needs before we ask result in not using empty words? 



Questions from the Lord’s Prayer (vs. 9-11, 13) 
The word translated “hallowed” in vs. 9 means “to make holy” so another way to translate vs. 9 would be “Our 
Father, who is in heaven, set your name apart as holy.”  What sort of things would set God’s name apart as being 
holy and unlike the name of any other god?  What desire in our heart would cause us to ask God to do this? 

 

 

 

What desire in our heart would cause us to ask for God’s kingdom to come and for his will to be done?  Is this just 
resigning ourselves to his sovereignty, or is it hungering for something to happen?  If it is the latter, what sort of 
things are we praying for when we want his kingdom to come and his will to be done? 

 

 

 

Verse 11 says, “Give us THIS DAY our DAILY bread.”  Why would Jesus emphasize that we are to ask for only one 
day’s supply?  Think about manna (Exodus 16:4-5, 14-30) and the Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:15-31) as well as 
the end of this chapter (Matthew 6:25-34) to inform your discussion.  What must be present in our heart if we are 
sincerely praying for only one day’s supply? 

 

 

 

 

Forgiveness (vs. 12, 14-15) 
Jesus teaches us to request forgiveness “as we also have forgiven” those who have hurt us.  Notice that it is in the 
past tense indicating that our forgiveness of others comes first.  What effect should this have on how we forgive 
others?   

 

 

 

The word translated here as “forgive” has the basic meaning of “let go” or “release.”  So what does it mean to 
forgive someone who has trespassed against you?  Consider Matthew 18:21-35 when discussing this. 

 

 

 

What if someone has not asked for forgiveness and does not seek reconciliation?  Look at James 1:19-20 and 
Romans 12:17-21 and discuss what it means to forgive someone who has hurt us and not repented.  Is it “releasing” 
them and “letting them go” such that they will never be punished? Or is it “releasing” them and “letting them go” 
into God’s sovereign and perfect judgment? How does this effect the way we forgive the unrepentant offender? 

 

 

 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:18-21.  Paul characterizes our calling as one to a “ministry of reconciliation” with a “message of 
reconciliation” where we “implore” those around us on behalf of Christ, “Be reconciled to God!”  Is there anyone in 
your life where even if they were repentant you would not want to be reconciled with them?  Think on the heart of 
Jonah (Jonah 4) and of the heart of the prodigal son’s brother.  Do we tend to have their heart or the heart of 
Christ? 

 

 

 

If you had a heart of reconciliation, how would that affect your prayer life?  What things would you pray for that 
you had not been focusing on before? 


