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SPECIAL NOTES ON THE NEW HOMEWORK FORMAT 

Life Group Leaders: PLEASE DO NOT FEEL THAT YOU HAVE TO COVER EVERY POINT! Go over these questions ahead of time in 

your own study; be thinking about which questions and areas of interest would best fit your group. Feel free to focus on only a 

few select questions or a single section. These questions are intended to allow flexibility. 

Life Group Members: It is our hope that you will go over these questions on your own and think through the answers before 

you arrive to meet with your Life Group. If certain questions spark your interests or are particularly important, feel free to 

contact your group leader to suggest that they be covered. 

Please send any feedback concerning the new homework to duane@cclb.org or call 562-296-6490. 

Leading Off: 
Leaders: take a little time in your group to discuss just what sort of things fall into the categories below. 

In an average person’s prayer life, in what order would the following priorities typically fall when praying for 
themselves? 
Physical Needs | Emotional Needs | Spiritual Needs | Financial Needs | Kingdom Needs | Thanksgiving | Praise 

In an average person’s prayer life, in what order would the following priorities typically fall when praying for others? 
Physical Needs | Emotional Needs | Spiritual Needs | Financial Needs | Kingdom Needs | Thanksgiving | Praise 

Digging In: 
1. Paul’s priority in this prayer is to go before God and request that others be strengthened with power through the 
Holy Spirit in their inner man. What does this strengthening look like in the life of a believer (see also Philippians 2:12
-13)? Have you ever experienced this strengthening yourself? Have you ever prayed for someone else to be 
strengthened and seen God work in them? What did that look like? 

2. In his letter to the Ephesians Paul uses the words “rich” and “riches” six times in just the first three chapters (1:7, 
1:18, 2:4, 2:7, 3:8, 3:16). This is a common expression for Paul, but it occurs here more frequently than any of his other 
books. In light of these verses, what sort of impression is Paul trying to make by using the word “riches” so 
frequently? 



3. Paul asks for God to give others strength “according to the riches of his glory” (vs. 16). What does other people’s 
strength have to do with God’s glory? (See Eph. 3:8-10 for input). What would it look like to see this prayer being 
answered in the life of someone you know? 

4. Paul asks for the Ephesians to “have strength to comprehend” the love of Christ and be filled with the fullness of 
God. Why does it require “strength” to know the love of God? Is this a request for greater intellectual ability, or for 
the strength to live like Christ and know his love on an experiential level? (See Philippians 3:10-11 for input). 

5. If these are Paul’s requests, what are Paul’s priorities in prayer? How do Paul’s priorities line up with the heart of 
Jesus? We might also ask, “How is Paul praying ‘in Jesus name’ by praying for these things?” 

6. How do our priorities line up with Paul’s? How often are the matters that Paul mentions in this passage at the 
forefront of our minds as we go to pray? 

Going Forth: 
Is there someone you know who is in need of God’s strength?  
Share with one another concerning an individual or group that needs God’s strength right now. Do your best to 
mention someone you have a relationship with so that it will be possible to report back when the prayer has been 
answered. Take time during your group prayer to lift each of them up to the Lord with the same priorities that we see 
in this passage. 


