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Praying with a Thankful Heart 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Introduction:  We are learning how to stretch the boundaries of our understanding and practice of prayer 

in this series, In Jesus’ Name. So let’s get ready to learn something new about giving God thanks through 

prayer. 

Origin of the letter to the Philippians 

Three quick lessons about Paul’s life of prayer 

1. Times of trial need not hinder prayers of thanksgiving. 

2. Always be more thankful to God for people than for things or easy circumstances. 

3. Cultivate an attitude of joy always offering prayer with joy. 

Why was Paul so thankful to God? 

Four standing reasons why believers can always offer up prayers of thanksgiving. Vs. 5-11  
“Because...”(vs. 5) 

God is advancing the Gospel though providential partnerships. 
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer 

with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.”(vs. 3-5) 

God guarantees every believer a glorious finish. 

“And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.” (vs. 6) 
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God is calling us to pursue loving relationships that transcend circumstances. 

“It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with 

me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my 
witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.”(vs. 7-8) 

God’s love is producing in us a life of wisdom, excellence, moral integrity and good works that glorify 

God. 

“And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that 
you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”(vs. 9-11) 


