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In Jesus Name 

June 4 & 5, 2016 

Jerry Rueb 

Praying with the Expectation of Miracles 
James 5:13-18; 1 Kings 18 

Introduction: When the subject of miracles arises there is a variety of reactions. Some Christians believe that 

miracles were confined to biblical times while others believe they are for today. Some Christians believe that God can 
be obligated to do a miracle for them if they just have enough faith. What does the Bible teach about miracles and 
how to receive them? Today’s message will help to unravel this important issue. 

What is and what is not a miracle? 

What is a genuine miracle? 
Two general categories 

1. A miracle is God’s direct intervention to suspend or override the external laws of nature. 

2. A miracle is God’s direct intervention to transform the internal attitudes and abilities of people. 

What is the purpose of miracles? 
Miracles are signs that point people to the true God and authenticate a message from God. 

Are miracles for today? 

What conditions are necessary when praying for a miracle?  James 5:14-18 

There are six conditions that need to be in place for miracles to happen. 

1. Something humanly impossible needs doing. 

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church…” (vs. 14) 

2. God desires to be revealed and known. Vs. 14 

“…And let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” (vs. 14) 
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3. The prayer offered in faith shows complete dependence on God. Vs. 15  

“And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up...” (vs. 15) 

4. God’s sanctifying purposes are being done on the inside of someone’s life. 
“And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 

another, that you may be healed…” (vs. 15-16) 

5. The people praying are regular but righteous. Vs. 16   

“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours...” 
(vs. 16-17) 

6. There is a willingness to patiently accept whatever God wills. Vs. 17 
“…He prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 

18Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.” (vs. 17-18) 

Conclusion: The greatest miracle is when God redeems a lost sinner for all eternity through faith in Jesus who 

died and rose again. 


