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The Big Catch 

John 21:1-14 

Introduction: As we open John 21 we find the eleven disciples in Galilee pondering the post-

traumatic grief of Jesus’ crucifixion and the post-resurrection ecstasy of Jesus’ glorious resurrection.  

Their minds are reeling. Have you ever been confused about which way to go or felt unsure about your 

future and you said, “Now what? Now what?” 

Fishermen, meant to be Fishers of Men with no fish. 

(vs.1-3) 

Jesus, the great fisher of men calling us from the shore! (vs. 4-6) 

Peter, the fisherman swims toward his destiny. (vs. 7-8) 

Breakfast with the master. (vs. 9-14) 

Conclusion: No matter how far your boat has drifted...no matter how little you have to 

show for your life...Jesus is there on the shore, waiting for you to return. 

 



Name Birthplace/home Personal Ministry Death 

Andrew 
Bethsaida 

Capernaum 

Son of Jonas, brother of Peter, 

fisherman, a disciple of John 

the Baptist. (Mark 1:16-18) 

Brought family and 

friends to Christ. (John 

1:40) 

Martyred in Greece by 

crucifixion on an X 

shaped cross. (Trad.) 

Bartholomew 

Nathanael 
Cana in Galilee 

Two names used; possible 

descendant of King David; a 

man with no guile.  

(John 1:47) 

Missionary to Phrygia, 

Heriopolis, Armenia 

and India. (Trad.) 

Flayed alive with knives 

in India. (Trad.) 

James, the 

elder 

Bethsaida 

Capernaum 

Son of Zebedee; hot-tempered 

brother of John; fisherman. 

(Luke 5:1-11) 

Preacher in Jerusalem 

and Judea. 

Beheaded by Herod 

Agrippa. 

(Acts 12:1-2) 

James,  

the son of 

Alpheus 

Galilee (Trad.) 
Son of Alpheus.  

Matthew 10:2-4 

Most obscure of 

disciples. 
Unknown 

John 
Bethsaida 

Capernaum 

Son of Zebedee; hot-tempered 

brother of James; fisherman; 

the beloved disciple; caretaker 

of Mary, mother of Jesus. (John 

13:23; 19:26) 

Preached among 

churches in Asia minor; 

Ephesus; wrote five 

books in N. T. 

Died in exile of natural 

causes on Island of 

Patmos 

Judas, 

Iscariot 

Kerioth in Judah 

near Jericho 

Son of Simon; treasurer of 

apostles; deceptive betrayer, 

“son of perdition”. (John 17:12) 

Sold Jesus for 30 

pieces of silver paid by 

Chief Priest. Betrayed 

Jesus with a kiss. 

(Matthew 26:15; Luke 

22:48) 

Committed suicide by 

hanging. (Matthew 27:5; 

Acts 1:18) 

Jude 

Thaddeus 

Lebbeus 

Galilee 

Brother of James, the younger; 

fisherman; passionate about 

making Christ known. (John 

14:22) 

Preacher in Assyria and 

Persia (Trad.) 

Martyred in Persia. 

(Trad.) 

Matthew 

Levi 
Capernaum 

Tax collector who left lucrative 

business to follow Jesus. 

(Matthew 9:9) 

Wrote gospel to the 

Jews; brought many to 

Christ. (Matthew 9:10) 

Martyred in Ethiopia. 

(Trad.) 

Peter 

Simon 

Bethsaida 

Capernaum 

Son of Jonas, brother of 

Andrew, a fisherman, originally 

a disciple of John the Baptist. 

(Mark 1:16-18) 

Wrote 1 & 2 Peter; 

resource for Luke’s 

gospel; spokesman for 

disciples; preacher at 

Pentecost. (Acts 2) 

Crucified upside down 

in Rome. (Trad.) 

Philip Bethsaida 
Friend and fellow fisherman of 

Peter and Andrew. (John 1:44) 

Brought Nathaniel to 

Jesus. (John 1:43-47) 
Died by hanging. (Trad.) 

Simon, the 

Zealot or 

Cananaean 

Galilee 

Jewish nationalist looking for 

Messiah who desired 

overthrow of Roman rule. 

Nothing known 

besides name. (Luke 

6:15; Acts 1:13) 

Died a martyr. (Trad.) 

Thomas 

Didymus 

(twin) 

Galilee 

Pessimist who turned ardent 

believer after seeing Jesus’ 

scars. (John 20:25) 

Missionary to India. 
Speared to death in 

India. 

 


