
Life Group Homework 
EXPERIENCING JOY IN CHRISTIAN UNITY – Philippians 1:27-30 

Getting Started: 

1. When you became a Christian, how informed were you that you were entering a life of suffering? 

2. Is it easier stand firm through suffering if it is expected? 

Digging In: 

1. If the gospel message is that we are unable to work for our salvation or produce good works on our 

own strength, how can we live “worthy” of it (vs. 27)? 

1. In verse 27 the term translated in the ESV as ‘manner of life’ is specifically referring to a person’s life 

as a citizen. How might this affect our understanding of Paul’s concept of “worthy” in the same 

verse? 



2. Paul expresses his desire in verse 27 that the Philippians stand “in one spirit” and strive together 

“with one mind” (literally “one soul” in the Greek). What is the difference between “one spirit” and 

“one mind”? 

3. Why does Paul use the phrase “faith of the gospel” rather than “faith in the gospel”? 

4. How might the ability of the Philippians to stand firm, unified and unafraid, become a sign of coming 

destruction to their opponents? 

5. We are typically able to see our faith in Christ as being “granted” to us (vs. 29). But it is harder to see 



how it has been “granted” to us to suffer for Christ’s sake. How is it that Paul has come to see his 

suffering as being “graciously given” or “granted”? (See Acts 9:15-16 as an interesting addition to 

your discussion.)  

Living It Out: 

1. What sort of suffering might we be called to endure? Is it only the suffering of persecution at the hands 

of unbelievers? Or might it also include the suffering we endure at the hands of other believers in 

their weakness and immaturity? 

2. How can we have a genuine sense of joy fully knowing that our Christian life, especially when lived to 

the fullest, will surely involve suffering? (See John 15:20, Philippians 3:10, Hebrews 12:2-3, and 

Timothy 3:12-13.) 


