
Life Group Homework 
PRACTICING THE JOY OF SACRIFICIAL GIVING – PHIl. 4:14-19 

Getting Started: 

1. When you find out that someone you know is in financial need and you know that you have the means 

to help them, which of the following emotions best describe how you feel: excited, hesitant, careful, 

critical, obligated, privileged, unmoved, superior, or joyful? 

Digging In: 

1. The English Standard Version translates Philippians 4:14 as “Yet it was kind of you to share in my 

troubles.” Other versions (NASB, NKJ, NIV, and KJV) translated it more closely to the original by 

saying something like, “Nevertheless, you have done well/good to share in my distress.” Look at the 

verses from last week’s sermon and answer the following questions: 

a. Why does Paul start off verse 14 with “nevertheless” or “yet”? 

b. Why do you think Paul tells them they have “done well”? Is it just because he has benefited from 

their giving? (See verses 10 and 17-18) 



2. Why do you think Paul takes the time in Philippians 4:15-16 to remind the church in Philippi of their 

own faithfulness in participating with him in the ministry of the gospel through their giving? (Notice 

that he makes plain in the verses after that he is not reminding them in order to get an additional 

gift.) 

3. What is the “fruit” that Paul is referring to in verse 17 and why is Paul seeking this fruit? (See Matthew 

7:17-19, 12:33, Luke 3:43-45, John 15:8, Philippians 1:9-11, and Colossians 1:9-10.) 



4. Looking back at Philippians 4:10 and seeing Paul’s great joy when he received their gift, what was the 

source of his joy besides the fact that he was now financially secure for a time? 

5. In Philippians 4:18 Paul uses sacrificial language to describe the financial support that those in 

Philippi had sent, stating that it was a “fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to 

God.” Why was this gift so pleasing to God? 



6. When Paul shares the promise that God will supply their every need (verse 19), does this promise 

apply everyone and anyone? Only to Christians? Or only to those who are participating financially 

in the kingdom and works of God? 

Living It Out: 

1. We can see participating in the kingdom financially is a great encouragement to the body of Christ 

and a great pleasure to God, so what might prevent us from finding great joy in giving toward the 

kingdom? 

2. What steps can we take to demonstrate that we believe that Philippians 4:19 is and true? 


