
Life Group Homework 
THE LURE OF LUST; THE DANGER OF DIVORCE 

Matthew 5:27-32 

Let’s Get Started: 

“Traditional marriage, sexual fidelity, and moral purity are scorned, ridiculed, and laughed at, yet 

America’s homes are in a state of disintegration with 50% of marriages ending in divorce...” 

For many, this statistic from Pastor Jerry may have come as a surprise or even a shock. The following 

article was in the Orange County Register on June 25, 2012, where the author, David Whiting, wrote: 

“Orange County has one of the highest divorce rates in the nation. On average, 33 people in the O.C. initiate 

divorce proceedings every day – including weekends. The national divorce rate is about 50 percent. In 

California, it’s 60 percent.” 

Unfortunately, Christians are not immune to divorce. Why do you think Christians are continuing to 

contribute to these statistics and what responsibility does the church have in trying to significantly 

reduce the destruction of marriage relationships?  

Let’s Dig In: 

1. God Hates Divorce 

a. Read Malachi 2:16. What does this passage show us about why God hates divorce? 

b.  Read I Peter 3:7. This passage is speaking directly to husbands.  How can our prayers be hindered 

relative to how we treat our wives? 



2. Purity  

a. Read 2 Samuel 11:2-5 the story of David and Bathsheba.  What spiritual strategy do you think David 

could have employed that might have saved him from falling into the temptation of lust? 

b. In Matthew 5:28 Jesus takes the seventh commandment to a deeper level when he says, “But I say 

to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with 

her in his heart. Here Jesus teaches us that it is not just the act that is sinful, but it is also the 

____________________. 

c. According to Mark 7:21-23 where does the thought of sin originate? In the ___________. 

Every true Believer goes through a transformation of the heart and mind by a miracle of the Holy 

Spirit’s work of regeneration. (Read Titus 3:4-7) How has God changed your heart regarding how you 

view sin and how it affects you, your family and the culture in which you live? 

3. Lust  

If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your 

members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right-hand causes you to sin, cut it 



off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body go 

into hell. (Matthew 5:29-30) 

a. Why do you think Jesus would use such a drastic, gory illustration to make a point?  

b. What was his point? 

c. What relevance does this passage have to your life and walk as a Christian? 

Let’s Live It Out Together: 

God hates divorce, but God is more than willing to extend grace and hope to repentant sinners—no 

matter what devastation it has caused. 

“In Him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches 

of his grace.” (Ephesians 1:7) 

As a group, discuss how you would come alongside and disciple someone who is going through or has 

just experienced a painful divorce and wonders if there is still forgiveness and hope for them in their 

future. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.7

