
Life Group Homework 
SPOTLIGHT ON GIVING 

Matthew 6:1-4 

Let’s Get Started: 

It is impossible to read Matthew 6:1-4 and not see Jesus’ emphasis on being a hypocrite. The sermon 

on the mount is not the only passage we see this emphasis. Webster’s definition of a hypocrite is as 

follows: 

1. A person who puts on a false appearance of virtue or religion 

2. A person who acts in contradiction to his or her stated beliefs or feelings  

Read Matthew 6:1-4 and Matthew 23:13-32. Why do you think hypocrisy is such a hot button for Jesus? 

Let’s Dig In: 

Three Righteous Rituals 

In chapter 5 Jesus says if you want to be in the kingdom of God, your righteousness needs to be better 

than the most pious people who trust in their external righteousness. Good works are not enough. 

Performance, even a good one, will not get you into the kingdom of God. 

That was like dropping a bomb on everything the ordinary Jew knew about pleasing God. 

Pastor Jerry taught us that there are three examples of Jewish righteous rituals that every Jew 

understood and practiced.  

Fill in the missing letters below. 

G _  __  __  __  g  

P __  __  __  __  r 

F __  __  __  __  __  g 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/virtue


Right and Wrong Motives 

Obviously, it is right to engage in giving, prayer, and fasting. But when we give, pray or fast with wrong 

motives, Jesus shows us that we are doing the right thing—in the wrong way. 

Share a time when you found yourself doing the right thing—but realized you were doing it for the 

wrong reason. What was the lesson learned? 

Read Matthew 21:12-13. What was the wrong motive being practiced by the people? 

What do you think His motive was for this uncharacteristic behavior?  

Giving 

The first place Jesus corrects the common practice of righteousness in Matthew 6 is in the practice of 

giving. 

Read the scriptures below and describe the three types of giving the Lord required of the Jews in the 

Law of Moses. 

Numbers 18:21; 24 

Deuteronomy 14:22-27 

Deuteronomy 14:2-29 



What five types of worship sacrifices did God require? 

Leviticus 1:3-17 

Lev. 2:1-16 

Lev. 3:1-17 

Lev. 4-5 

Lev. 6:1-7 

If God does not need our money, why do you think He requires us to give? 

It’s All About the Hands 

In Matthew 6:3 Jesus said, “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 

right hand is doing...” What did Jesus mean by using this odd expression? 

  

  

Let’s Live It Out Together: 

In his message, Pastor Jerry shared eight principles of giving. 

1. Give to God and invest in eternity. (Luke 6:38; 2 Cor. 9:6)  

2. Give to God what is sacrificial. (2 Samuel 24:24; Mark 12:41-44 ) 

3. Give to God an amount that is personal and proportional. (Luke 16:10; 2 Cor.  9:7a) 

4. Give to God freely and without obligation. (2 Cor.  9:7b) 

5. Give to God with a cheerful heart. (2 Cor.  9:7c) 

6. Give to God expecting spiritual blessings. (Luke 16:11-12; 2 Cor.  9:8) 



7. Give to God in response to real ministry needs. (2 Cor.  9:12) 

8. Give to God to bring glory to God for His generous gift of Christ. (2 Cor. 9:13, 15) 

Would it surprise you to learn that Jesus taught more about money and possessions than He did 

about heaven or hell? The word "give" is used more than 1,500 times in the Bible, more than the 

words faith, hope, love or pray. 

 In your group time, encourage and inspire one another by sharing stories of God blessing you when you 

stepped out in faith to give or tithe when it was not easy, practical or seemed impossible. 


