
Life Group Homework 
Series: The Sermon on the Mount 
 

Three Types of Prayer 

Matthew 7:7-11 
 

Let’s Get Started: 
So far in our study of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus has revealed deeper standards of 

committed discipleship.  The standards have been ones related to   

morality, religion, money and possessions.  Last week we studied Jesus’ truths about 

standards related to the “logs in our own eyes” and how damaging a judgmental spirit can be 

on relationships.   

 
This week Jesus helps us discover what to ask for, what to seek for, and what to knock on the 

door for. 

 

Question:  From your perspective, you no doubt have needs today; probably many of them!  
But let’s shift gears.  What do you think are the top three things you need today—from God’s 

perspective—and why? 

 
1. 

 

2. 
 

3.   

 

Let’s Dig In:  Three Types of Prayers 
 

#1 ASK 

1. There are certain needs we have that the Bible indicates only require a simple “ask.” 

Can you think of at least three? 

a.   

b. 

c. 

 

 

 



2. Sometimes God reveals certain conditions that influence God’s answers to even 

simple “asking” prayers. Read James 1:5-6.   

 

a. What is the obvious “condition” James shows us regarding asking for wisdom?  

b. The opposite of having doubts is having F __  __  __ H.  

c. Have you ever asked God for something and started out “in faith” but soon began 

to doubt, question or worry about the outcome?  How does that affect your 

relationship with God?   

d. According to Hebrews 11:6, what type of effect does doubting, questioning, and 

worrying have on God’s relationship with us? 

 

#2 SEEK 

“Seeking” or “searching” prayers are not the same as “asking” prayers.   

a. Why?  What is the difference? 

b. Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10.  What did Paul ask for? 

   

c. How many times did he ask for it? 

d. Paul’s simple “asking” prayer became a series of extended “seeking and searching” 

prayers.  How did Paul’s seeking and searching experience help him grow as a disciple 

of Jesus? 

 

 

e. Have you ever had a “seeking and searching” prayer experience like Paul’s?  How did 

it help you grow as a follower of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 



#3 KNOCK 

You don’t have to knock on an open door, do you?  If you’re knocking, it’s a pretty safe 

assumption the door is closed.  It is a Biblical fact that the answers to some of our prayers are 

delayed because God is growing our “faith muscles”   Sometimes answers are delayed 

because of resistance and obstacles.  Sometimes that resistance is even spiritual warfare.   

Read Daniel 10:12-14.   

a. Why was the angel of God delayed in coming to Daniel? 

 

b. What was Daniel’s prayer strategy while he was waiting? 

 

c. Read the following statement:  “God makes sure that even when we pray for the 

wrong things, He will answer us with good things.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why? 

 

 

 

Let’s Live It Out Together: 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.”  We find this in Paul’s letter to the Christian 

disciples of Ephesus as he greets them with obvious praise and gratitude (Ephesians 1:3).   

 

In verses 7-8 Paul continues his expression of praise by reminding the Ephesians, and you and 

me, that our spiritual blessing are offered to us by “the riches of His (God’s) grace, which He 

has lavished on us.” 

 

Close this week’s gathering by sharing how the Lord has “lavished” the riches of His grace on 

you in recent times.   

 

 

 

May this week’s study stir up a spirit of “agape” in each of us for the sake of loving one another 

as Christ loves us.  Give em’ heaven this week! 


