
Life Group Homework 
THE CHURCH: GOD’S UNITED HOUSEHOLD 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Let’s Get Started: 

Unfortunately, it’s part of our fallen nature that we build barriers around certain people groups to 

shut them out and relegate them to an inferior status of human beings. Think back on your world or 

American history classes. How many people groups can you think of that have been mistreated or 

marginalized because of their race, color, or just because one group wanted to take from them for 

personal, national, or political gain? 

Let’s Dig In: 

CAN’T WE JUST ALL GET ALONG? 

1. God sovereignly selected which people group to be his chosen, special people? Refer to Amos 3:2 

and Genesis 12:3 

2. The disunity in the Ephesian church was primarily between what two groups of believers? 

3. God made Israel blessed for several reasons that were intended to be used as a witness to the 

nations around them. But Israel continually perverted those blessings into a source of pride, 

arrogance and self-glorification. A certain Old Testament prophet typified the Jewish attitude 

toward Gentiles that we see in the Ephesian church. This servant of God wanted the Gentiles 

judged—not forgiven. Who was he? (Hint: Think “a whale of a tale.”) 

 



THE BAD NEWS FOR THE GENTILES 

On the one hand, we have the Ephesian church Jewish believers who had the law of 

_______________. They knew they were God’s chosen people, and because of it, they enjoyed a 

nearness to God and a special relationship with Him that they thought the Gentiles did not deserve. 

On the other hand, there were the Gentile believers. 

Read Ephesians 2:12. Here Paul reminds the Gentile Christians of their hopeless condition before 

they were brought near to Christ through His sacrifice on the cross. Paul starts by describing them as 

“separated from Christ” and goes on from there. 

Write down four more phrases in verse 12 that Paul uses to describe the hopeless “uncircumcised” 

spiritual condition of the Gentiles—before they came to faith in Christ. 

1. Separated from Christ 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

THE GOOD NEWS FOR THE GENTILES 

Read verses 14-18. 

1. What was the “wall of hostility” between the Jews and Gentiles? 

2. What did it take for Jesus to break down and destroy this wall of hostility? 

3. How would you describe the “law of commandments expressed in ordinances?” 

4. Did Jesus “abolish” the moral code of the ten commandments? If not, what was it that His work on 

the cross accomplished concerning them? (See Matthew 5:17-18) 



5. But Jesus did abolish three major elements of the Mosaic Law. How many can you name? 

a. The p  __  __  __  __  __  __  y laws. 

b. The system of animal s __  __  __  __ __  __  __  __ s. 

c. The necessity for male c  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  n. 

6. In verse 17, Paul says that Jesus came and preached peace to those who were “near” (the Jews) 

and those who were “far” (the Gentiles). The missing link for both groups was what? Faith in C  __  

__  __  __ t. 

7. Through faith in Christ, both Jews and Gentiles are given the rights and privileges to become what? 

(vs. 19) 

THE TEMPLE 

In Jesus's day, the Jewish temple had a separation of the Court of the Gentiles from the rest of the 

temple. Between the two courts was a sign that read: 

“No Gentile may enter within the barricade which surrounds the sanctuary and enclosure. Anyone who is 

caught doing so will have himself to blame for ensuing death.” 

God originally orchestrated that there be a courtyard for the Gentiles, and He placed it in the temple 

for the purpose of winning Gentiles to Himself. It was meant to be a place for Jewish evangelism to 

Gentiles!  

Read Mark 11:15-17. Did you know that it was the Court of the Gentiles that the Jewish leaders had 

turned into a “robbers den” rather than a place of witness and prayer for Gentiles? 

  

Let’s Live It Out Together: 

Read Philippians 3:20. There are people in all of our lives who do not yet have their citizenship in 

heaven. Consider praying for friends and family who need the precious gift of grace and salvation 

through Jesus Christ. 


