
Life Group Homework 
JAMES 1:9-11 

Let’s Get Started: 

“Lowly Brothers of Humble Circumstances” 

In James 1:1, James reveals who he was writing this epistle to: “To the twelve tribes in the 

Dispersion.” 

 What is an epistle? 

 Who were the dispersed, and why were they dispersed? 

 What do you think the dispersion had to do with James’ description of these Jewish Christians as  

“lowly brothers” of humble circumstances? 

In James 1:9, James marks the contrast between those in the “lowly brother” economic group and 

those in the “rich” group. Read Leviticus 12:8 and Luke 2:22-24. From these two passages, what 

reasonable conclusion might you draw regarding the economic group Mary and Joseph were most 

likely in when their children (including James) were young? 

☐   Most likely among the wealthy 

☐   Most likely among the reasonably well off 

☐   Most likely among the poor 



Let’s Dig In: 

In verses 9 and 10, James contrasts the dispersed Jewish–Christians who were poor with ones who 

either used to be or perhaps were still wealthy. He says just as the poor should boast in their spiritual 

“riches,” the rich should boast in their spiritual “humiliation.”  

 What could possibly cause poor Christians to think of themselves as rich? 

 What could possibly cause Christians who have suffered the humiliation of losing their wealth and 

becoming poor to boast and rejoice? 

 What do you think the reactions of James’ readers might have been? 

 What might your reaction have been? 

Read 1 Corinthians 4:11-13  

 In the eyes of the world, how was the Apostle Paul perceived because he was a Christian? 

 Have you ever experienced a situation where “in the eyes of the world,” your Christian beliefs put 

you at odds with friends, co-workers, or family? 



Read 1 Peter 1:3-6, 1 John 3:1-3 and Romans 8:16-18 

 In your own words, what is the reoccurring theme of these three passages? 

 Do you think the average American Christian can relate to the reality of what Peter, John, and Paul 

are describing? Why or why not? 

Read James 1:11 and 1 Peter 1:24 

What passage in the Old Testament are both James and Peter quoting? 

  

  

Let’s Live It Out: 

During the week use the Internet to go to: opendoorsusa.org 

1. Click on “World Watch List” in the options at the top of their homepage. 

2. Click on “Watch the video.”   

3. Watch this 3 minute video and answer the questions below: 

 How many Christians live in areas of high persecution? 

 This number is equivalent to ________ of every _________ Christians worldwide. 

 Sometimes, when the church is being squeezed, it _______________. 

At the close of your group time, share your response to the question below: 

Can you think of ways that your LifeGroup could stand with persecuted Christians today? 

Pray for one another and consider praying for persecuted Christians worldwide. 


