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When Bad Looks Better than Good 

Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 

Introduction: Today, Ecclesiastes is going to take us to the finest school in life: the school of hard 

knocks. There is no education like adversity and no program that produces greatness better than the 

school of intense trials. That is why Solomon would say to us: “All of your troubles have made you a 

better person than all of your ease and prosperity combined.” Adversity is better than prosperity. 

Two big reasons why our challenges are blessings in disguise. 

1. Adversity enlarges our eternal perspective. (vs. 1-4) 

2. Adversity builds godly character. (vs. 5-14) 

Solomon’s wise tips to build character in a world that lacks integrity and 

righteousness 

1. Be teachable. (vs. 5) 

2. Ignore the empty but alluring perverse humor of fools. (vs. 6) 

3. Don’t take unfair advantage of the weak. (vs. 7a) 

4. Never sell your morals for money. (vs. 7b) 

5. Always consider the outcomes of your actions. (vs. 8a) 



6. Be patient with everyone and in everything. (vs. 8b) 

7. Be truly humble and self-effacing. (vs. 8c) 

8. Stop and think before you speak or act in anger. (vs. 9) 

9. Don’t let anger rule your heart or you will be a fool. (vs. 9b) 

10. Live now and don’t keep wishing for the “good old days.” (vs. 10) 

11. Invest your life wisely so you can leave your family an inheritance of godly character. (vs. 11) 

12. Don’t do something foolish and spoil it all. (vs. 12) 

13. Never attempt to instruct God. (vs. 13) 

14. Remember that some things in life are a mystery but don’t worry, in the end, God will sort is all 

out. (vs. 14) 

Conclusion: What is God doing through all of the upsets, the reversals, the failures, the accidents, 

the trials, the painful circumstances, the hardships of your life? Building Christ-like character through 

adversity. 


